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Ant. I. A Letter from the Rev. Ralph Erskine to the Rev. George 
Whitefield. referred to in the “ Review of an account of the Secession 
from the Established Church of Scotland,” &§c. 


The following letter from Mr. Ralph Erskine, to Mr. George White- 
field, is somewhat long ; and I had thoughts of only making a few ex- 
tracts fiom it, for illustrating some points in the preceding review ; but 
as it is probably rare, and may be more interesting without omissions or 
abridgment I have sent it entire. It shows what views the Seceders 
at first entertained of the Methodists, and their proceedings in Eng- 
land. It also furnishes a favorable specimen of their charitable spirit, 
in putting the best construction on the strange and erroneous expres: 
sions, which they had observed in Mr. Whitefield’s publications. The 
copy, from which the following is transcribed, was obtained from my 
friend. Mr. S. M. of Washington County, Pa. Whether it may not be 
the first, and perhaps the only edition of it. [am not able to say. It 
appears tohave been published, with a view to promote Mr. White- 
field’s popularity in the United States. The following is the title pre- 
fixed to it: 

“A letter from the Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine, to the Reverend 
Mr. George Whitefield. Philadelphia. Printed and sold by B. Frank- 
lin, 1741.” 

The Letter itself, is as follows: 

Dunrermuine, Aug. 21, 1739. 
Reverend and very dear Sir :— 

Yours dated July 23, was most acceptable ; and ! would have ai- 
swered it by the first post, as you propose, but that, as it lay about 
eight days in my house before I was at home to receive it, so I delayed 
a few days thereafter, because I was to meet with the rest of my breth- 
ren of the Associate Presbytery, to whom [ communicated your line, 
and Mr. W. Seward’s; and at the same time gave to each of them a 
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copy of your last Journal, as a present from you. I reccived nine of 
them at Burnt-Island, where we then were. 1 received, also, much 
about the same time, six of your last sermon on John vii. 37, &e., some 
of which, with some of the former sermons, I also gave to the brethren. 
And as | return you hearty thanks for these compliments, so my breth- 
ren received them as tokens of that love and kindness which you ex. 
press in such affectionate terms, in the close of your Jetter to me, as 
gave them very much pleasure and satisfaction, and tended to inc rease 
and inflame their love more and more unto you. 

Your being opposed for owning of us, and vet maintaning such a re- 
gard for us, gives ground to hope and expect, that vou will receive no 
information about us to our disadvant: ige, unless, or uutil you have ac- 
count thereof from ourselves, since you have laid such a foundation of 
kindly correspondence with us. 

I have some acquaintance with Mr. Davidson in Edinburgh, whom 
you mention, and was glad to hear he had sent you Mr. Baxter’ s books. 
However, he has not had so much communication with us, as I hear he 
has with you, since he began to sway toward the Independent or Con- 
eregational way, which he has for some time been active to promote, 
though otherwise, Lhope, a good and well disposed man. Meanti-ne, by 
Whatever hand you please to send any print, (expecting with the first oc- 
casion to see the Appendix, if published,) it can scarce fail to come to 
me, if but directed as vour letters are. I have given orders vo send 
you the prints relating to our public affairs in the Associate Presbytery, 
and in case of your absence, they are to come to Mr. W. Seward, or 
Mr. Johu Wesley. 

I have now read your Journals and sermons, and I can assure you, 
with reference to the whole work in general, and the main scope of it, 
my soul has been made to magnify the Lord for the very great things 
he has done for you, and by you; and I rejoice to see you ascribe all 
to the free grace of God in Christ, and that he has so remarkably raised 
you up to testify against the errors and corruptions of the times, to 
rouse and waken a secure generation, and to bring such a number of 
sinners from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 

It shal speak of any particulars j in which we differ, it shall only be 
to show the greatness of my love to you, by the greatness of the free- 
dom I use with you; also to prevent afier-mistakes s, and to promote un- 
feigned love, whic heen both cover a multitude of infirmities, and over- 
look a multitude of ditlerence 's; not by quite concealing of them, which 
might bring love under a suspic ion, but by a friendly mentioning of 
them, which may prove it to be without dissimulation. 

Though we desire to cover with that mantle of love all the differen- 
ces betwixt vou and us, that flow from your education in the Church of 
England, and adore the merciful Providence of God that has so far en- 
lightened aud qualitie ‘d you and your brethren to be witnesses for him, 
and instruments of reformation ; yet we hope, the more this work is of 
God, the more will it tend to bring about a happy union in the Lord 
between you and us, not only in a private and personal, but even in a 
more public and general way. 

My brethren and I, that have had occasion here to confer about you, 
see a beauty in the Providence of your being in communion with the 
English Church; otherwise such great confluences from among them, 
had not attended your ministry, nor consequently received the benefit, 
or reaped the advantage by it, which so many of them have done. And 
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though infinite wisdom has made and may vet make this an alluring 
bait to draw them forth; yet as England's reformation at first, (from 
Popery and its superstitious and ceremonial services.) however great 
and glorious, was far from being so full as that of some other Protestant 
churches, particularly that of Scotland; so we would fain hope, that, 
when a new and general reformation shall be set on foot. some more at 
least of the rags of that Romish charch will be dropped, such as (ab- 
stracting at present from the subject of church government) many use- 
less rites and customs relating to worship, that have no scriptural foun- 
dation. ‘This is what some of the most pious and eminent divines of 
your communion, have wished to see reformed, knowing that many of 
these were retained at first, only under a view of reforming gradually, 
and from some prudential considerations ; and knowing also that the 
continued retaining of these things, which the reforming fathers de- 
signed gradually to cast off, has been more stumbling to the friends, 
than ever it was gaining to the enemies of the reformation. There- 
fore, though Providence at present be making a good use of your being, 
according to your light, of that way, yet when you are beginning, as 
it were. to lay a new foundation, may the Lord in duc time enable you 
to guard against such things as may afterwards prove a hindrance to a 
naltitude of tender christians their communion with you, as has been 
the case formerly. Principiis obsta, is a caution most necessary in 
many eases. What the great and famous reformer Luther retained 
from his original Romish education, proved a sad dividing snare among 
Protestant churches. And sinee (by the good hand of God upon you) 
vou are so Well occupied in dashing down bigotry and party zeal, | 
hope the hint L here give you on this head, will be the more agreea- 
ble. 

No doubt the first and main business is to lay the foundation of saving 
faith, by preaching the pure trath and precious doctrine of the ever- 
lasting gospel, which (glory to God) vou are so busy about, and we, | 
hope, are joining heart and hand with you, 

Very dear sir, if you and your brethren, whom [ honor and esteem 
in the Lord as his eminent witnesses, shall judge the freedom I have 
here used already, to be rank or unseasonable; the least challenge of 
this sort from vou, shall be to me as excellent oil that shall pot break 
my head; for I think I would choose to suff:r many miseries rather 
than choose to offend you. But hoping my freedom shall rather be ta- 
ken as a mark of that kindness of which my heart is full; 

| proceed to tell you what may be reckoned exceptiouable in the last 
Journal, though at the same time the wonders of divine grace therein 
recorded, were most savory to me, and all I have spoken with upon it; 
and will, IL hope, stir up many to prayer and praise. 

Your opinion about the business of the attorney has | hear, been writ- 
ten of to you already ; aud therefore I shall say nothing of it. The 
eorrect‘on you gave to your own opinion of its unlawfulness, by adding, 
ut least exceeding dangerous, satisfied me. 

Some have thought your love and charity extended a little too far 
beyond the scripture-rule in some instances, such as Journal last prge 59, 
when you say, ** The Quaker’s notions about walking aud being led by the 
spirit, you think are right and good ;” unless they be Quakers of another 
stamp than the rest, whose dangerous tenets are inconsistent with the 
right notion of walking and being led by the Spirit, while, besides other 
things, they deny justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ, 
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or his active and passive obedience received by faith, to be the only 
ground of justification before God ; and while thus they cannot receive 
Christ Jesus, they consequently cannot walk in him, nor be led by his 
Spirit, who ts the spirit of truth, testifying of Christ, according to the 
revelation made of him in the word, which they contradict. Whatever 
duties of love you perform towards these men, yet I will never believe 
you mean or intend to justify their principles and delusive notions, nor 
think well of them, till once the Lord convince and convert them. 

There is a passage in the same book, page 83, that has been improved 
against us, and our secession from the judicatories, which yet, when | 
read over again, scems to show to me how much you are of our mind, 
and would take the same course if you had been in the same situation. 
You very justly, I think, express your dissatisfaction with three of your 
brethren that were driven to deny Christ’s visible church upon earth, 
and show that needless separation from the established church would 
no doubt be attended with ill consequences, and you judge of the state 
of a church, not from the practice of its members. but from its primi- 
tive and public constitution. Hence to me it would seem, that if even 
the plurality of its members, meeting judicially, should counteract its 
primitive and public constitution, you would see fit to leave them, and 
cleave to the said constitution, which is the case with us, in our seces- 
sion from the present judicatories of the Established Church of Scot- 
land, 

It is true, such seem to be the defects of your ecclesiastic govern- 
ment in England, that, unless in the case of a convocation, you can 
neither boast of an ecclesiastical and judicial cleaving unto, nor com- 
plain of a judicial receding, from the primitive public constitution. But 
as | make no question, but in that case, you would find (as matters are 
at preseut stated in England,) there would be defections of the same 
sort with you, as there are with us; and consequently, that you would 
see need to take the same course that we of the Associate Presbytery 
do; so while you want the same advantages of seeing clearly when it 
is that defections are become national and judicial, and when there is 
a universal, practical departure from the scriptural principles of the 
church you profess yourself to be of, it is a question, how far it is con- 
sonant with the word of God, to maintain close [intimate] commurion 
with these of that church, who either are subverting its primitive pub- 
lic constitution, or openly and avowedly denying the aforesaid princi- 
ples, since right communion is founded on union, in the truth, at least 
by some open profession of it, which most of your clergy seem to have 
little of, while they excommunicate you and your brethren from the use 
of their churches. However well ordered, this also is in Providence 
for good; yet it discovers them to be what they are. 

You likewise add, that “as long as the articles of the church of Eng- 
land are agreeable to scripture, you resolve to preach them up, without 
either bigotry or party zeal.” This I heartily approve of, and this is 
the case with us also; we preach up and defend doctrinally, and judi- 
cially, these articles of the church of Scotland, agreeable to the scrip- 
ture, which the judicatories are letting go. Hence I conclude, you 
seem to be just of our mind, as to separation from an established church. 
We never declared Secession from the church of Scotland; but on the 
contrary, only a Secession from the judicatories in their course of defec- 
tions, from the primitive and covenanted principles of the church of 
Scotland, to which we stood also bound, by our ordination engage- 
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ments: and hence to this day, we never did quit our charges or congre- 
vations, to which we were ordained, by the imposition of the hands of 
pl several respective Presbyteries, nor did we ever design it, unless we 
were obliged, by violence or compulsion, so to do. 

As to vour sermons, Dear Sir, lam ashamed you should mention my 
approbation of them, as if it Were of any significancy, rhe general strain 
of vour doctrine. | love, admire and relish with my soul, and hope it will 
do much service through the blessing of God. Andas to some particular 
expressions, which I mysel! could not have used, my love to vou, and my 
view of the countenance of heaven with you, made me to put such afa- 
vorable gloss upon them, as to discern no odds betwixt youand us. But 
since I am upon that strain, of using all the kindly freedom I can, | 
shall give some instances; Almost Christian, penult page, “We shall 
then look back on our past, sincere and hearty services, which have 
procured us so valuable a reward.” ‘This I could by no means inter- 
pret, as if you meant it to the detriment of the doctrine of Heaven's 
being a reward of grace in Christ Jesus, and not of debt to our services. 
or of eternal life, its being the gift: of God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Sermon on Justification by Christ, at the close, “Do Lut labor 
to attain that holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord; and 
then. though your sins be as scarlet, &e.” 1 could by no means think, 
that this was intended any way to thwart the doctrine of a free remis- 
sion of sin, by the blood and righteousness of Christ only, which is the 
subject of the preceding sermon ; or to make sanctification, or laboring 
after holiness, which is the first evidence, to be the root, ground, cause, 
or condition of forgiveness. No: I took your view to be, that in this 
way of laboring to attain holiness, people would evidence to themselves 
and others, that they were pardoned persons in Christ, or that they 
could not maintain the knowledge or assurance of it, but in this way of 
holiness. Sermon on (Phil. iii. 10, p. 14.) “He has past from death to 
life, and shall never, if he stir up the gift of God that is in him, fall in- 
tocondemnation.”” ‘This (if) here, | did not interpret, as favoring the 
Arminian error, against the certainty of the perseverance of saints, 
that are once savingly united to Christ by a faith of the operation of 
God, and passed from death to life ; but rather viewed it as favoring the 
gospel doctrine, concerning the connexion betwixt the means and the 
end, and the necessity of the one in order to the other, though both are 
secured by promises, to believers in Christ, ! was told by one, that in 
some part of your prints, you spoke of justification, by the act of be- 
lieving; but as | noticed nothing of this in the prints, so 1 affirmed, that 
you had not so learned Christ. as to put the Arminian Jo credere, or 
any thing done by us, in the room of Christ and his righteousness, or of 
his obedience and satisfaction, which alone, received by faith, I was 
sure from your writings, you would own to be the only matter and 
ground of justification. Again, though I could not use the English of 
your bone Deus, because profane persons, here sometimes swear in these 
terms; yet, as | know itis common among your writers, so 1 judge 
nothing is intended by it, but a note of astonishment. 

Now, some of these remarks are perhaps but trifling, and not so ma- 
terial as others of them; yet I have noted all down, that I may keep 
nothing back from you, that in the least occurred to my mind, of any 
seeming disonancy between us in words; yet I judged, that even under 
various ways of speaking, we mean the same thing. and pointed to the 
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Sermons and Journals, bat see much matter of praise to God for them, 
I see mach of the glory and majesty of God, and many of the stately 
steps. and doings of our mighty king Jesus ip them: and have at limes. 
with tears of joy ad wed his name, for what he is doing for vou, and by 
vou; and | pray for the continuance and advancement of that work of 
God. I rejoice that the Lord’s work is going on with you, an? that the 
day of power continues. Long may it do so, till all the powers of 
darkness give way to it, and tillevery Dagon fall before the ark of God, 

Your way of arguing against the apostatizing clergy of your chureh, 
in vour last sermon, even from the instance drawn out of your service. 
book, raay be to them, I think. arguments ad hominem. May the Lord 
bless itfor their conviction, and for awakening them out of their spiritual 
lethargy. When I consider how you and your brethren are stirred up 
of God, to such a remarkable way of witnessing for him in’ England, 
against the corruptions and defections of that church: And how we of 
the Associate Presbytery have been called forth, in a judicial way, to 
Witness against the corruptions and defections of the church of Scot. 
land; and both at a juncture, when Popish powers are combining to- 
gether against us, and desolating judgments are justly threatened from 
heaven: There is perhaps, more in the womb of Providence, relating to 
our several situations and successes therein than weare aware of. What 
he does, we know not now, but we may know hereafter. If he be 
gathering his birds together before the storm, according to the call, 
( Zeplr. ii. 1, 2, 3, and Isa. xxvi, 20, 21); glory to him that does all 
things well, We have lately been attending several sacramental so- 
lemnitics in our brethren’s congregations, where vast multitudes of 
people were present at the tents, without doors as well as in the chur- 
ches, and I never found more of the presence of God than at some of 
these occasions. The spirit was sometimes remarkably poured out, and 
the power of the Lord vas present to heal many souls. Enemies 
gnash with their teeth, as with you they do; but the Lord carries on 
his work. My brethren salute you most affectionately ; they love and 
respect you in the Lord. 

Now, very dear sir, | have in this long letter opened my very heart 
unto you, and told you the very worst thought that ever entered it, 
concerning you, which | could not have done, if it were not filled with 
love to you: and it loves you because you love Christ; and he loves 
and honors you, and | hope will spare and honor you more and more, 
to be a happy instrument in his hand, for advancing his kingdom and 
pulling down the throne of iniquity. May the weapons of your war- 
fare be more and more mighty, through God, for thatend. Tam, 

Reverend and dear sir, 
Yours most affectionately in our blessed Immanuel. 
RALPH ERSKINE. 
[ salute the worthy Sewards and Wesleys in the Lord. 





Ant. IL. Queries to 4. H. of Miami Presbytery. 
Mr. Eotror— 
1 observed a brief article in your October Number, containing some re- 
solutions of the Presbytery of Miami. concerning which, | would take 
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the liberty to offer a few queries ; for the obtaining of more full infor- 
mation on some poms. . 

The first resolution ts, 10 effect, that the Presbytery approve, reconi- 
mend, and as far as their influen ‘e may extend, become auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society. Now the brethren of Miami. cannot have 
forgotten, that the Associate Synod, to which they are professed sub- 
ordinate, had adopted regulations for uniting all their people, to act as 
a Bible Society 5 in the way most agreeable to their own profession, 
They knew, also, that the matu objections of Synod to the American 
Bible Society, were, the opposition of that society to the printing, or 
circulating of the Psalins in metre, with the scriptures ; and the Iisap- 
plication of funds. ‘The Presbytery, (Lf meau the members of in, who 
were present at Synod, ) concurred with their brethren, in their propo- 
sed plan ; and some ot their Ccougregations have contributed liberally 
to it. This. therelore, | would be glad to know by your correspous 
dent from Miami, Whether that Presbytery have ascertained that the 
American Bible Society have changed their course, so as to remove tlic 
above grounds of objection! And ifso, Why it would not have been 
better, to have communicated the information to Synod, that their 
former acts on the subject might have been annulled? and then reason 
and order would have appeared in the change of conduct, both by Sy- 
nod and Presbytery. But for men to concur with the superior ‘court 
in passing acts, and then in the interior, to publish resolutions, which to 
every plain man appear directly contrary, and that without one word 
of a reason assigned, is rather mysterious. 

If nosuch fact as I have supposed, has been ascertained, | would a: 
Whether Presbytery have changed their views on the points objceted 
to, that is, more particularly, whether they now see that the circula- 
tion of the scripture psalins in metre, is a point of no consequence ? 
The Synod seeing, that the influence of so mighty an institution as the 
American Bible Society, was operating against the scripture psalins in 
metre, and rapidly causing their disappearance, and considering this 
au important point of present truth for which they were contending, 
adopted the plan, which they judged best suited to the case. Perhaps 
the Presbytery have discovered some other and better method of at- 
taining the same ends, and if so we should be happy to know it. 

Presbytery resolve to recommend (this new course.) to the membeis 
of their several congregations, and of Course, to tiose who have here- 
tofore been acting on the plan adopted by Synod, as well as to others. 
We know not the manner or words in which the recommendation will 
be given, but from the nature of the case it must amount to this, and 
in plain terms might be so expressed. Brethren, we assure you that 
the plan adopted by our Synod, for distributing the scriptures, with the 
Psalins in metre, is not adapted to auswer any good purpose ; it is not 
worthy of your consideration or support, it is a misapplication of your 
monev ; the arguments used by Synod in its behall, are of no weight ; 
aud we advise you henceforth to discontinue your contributions to that 
plan, aud give them to the funds of the American Bible Society, though 
these funds may sometimes be applied to the payment of rather large 
salaries, or lent to aid in printing the Apocrypha, and certainly will 
never be applied to print the scripture Psalins in metre.” 

Here I would ask, How any such a measure consists with the respect 
due from inferiors to Synod and their deeds, or cousists with a due regard 
to our own witnessing profession. 
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The other resolution, which particularly drew my attention, is, jn 
eflect, to procure, send, and as far as practicable support, a missionary 
to the heathen, most probably to China, or where the Chinese language 
is spoken. ‘The subject of missions and the state of the heathen, is one 
of the most spirit stirring nature, to every lover of Zion’s cause; and 
every minister of the gospel, who rightly understands his commission 
from the Head of the Church, is in spirit and fact a misssionary. 

But still in this resolution, are several things not easily understood, 
The Presbytery represent to Synod, the great field for missionary |a- 
bor in the far west, (of which the Vv have the charge,) and therefore the 
necessity of Svnod’s sending them as large a portion of supply as they 
can. ‘The field allotted to that Presbytery is large indeed, from about 
the middle of Ohio, on the east, without limit to the north, west, or south. 
west. In this vast region, there are many tribes of he athen equally 
destitute, and equally accessible as the C hinese, besides many handfulls 
of professing christians, earnestly praying us to come and help them ; 
more than would occupy the whole missionary resources of Synod. 

Has the Presbytery found means to supply these since last meeting of 
Synod? It is well known that small as the Secession Church is, the y 
have not enough of preachers to supply their vacancies. Have the 
Presbytery so full a supply that they can spare one for China? It is 
well known that though Synod’s missionary operations are compara- 
tively small, vet they are fully equal to their means. 

Have the Pre sbytery such a superabundance that they are able, alone, 
to bear the expense of sending and supporting a missionary to China! 
I hope this will not be thought too intrusive; the design of the question 
is, that if the brethren of Miami have discovered some new, and more 
successtul plan of raising funds, it might be of excellent use, for other 
Presbyteries and Synod also to know and adopt it. The Presbytery 
seem to have a special respect to the Chinese language. Are there any 
of their members, or of our preachers, that are more familiar with that 
language than with other foreign languages? Or, is it more easily ac- 
quired than any of the Indian dialects within the Presbytery’s own field 
of labor? Presbytery propose to send one missionary. ‘To what Pres- 
bytery would the sphere of his labors belong?) Or, is it consistent with 
Presbyterianism to send one alone to the heathen? Presbytery do not 
positively promise to support him, but only “as far as practicable.” 
This supposes there will be a deficiency. How is that deticiency to be 
supplied!) Perhaps the American Board of Foreign Missions would be 
liberal enough to aid in the case. Perhaps so indeed! and if this be 
the view of the Presbytery, it would at once answer several of my 
questions, for the Board could also furnish the missionary, and 
the missionary would find no such difficulty as 1 have supposed, 
in holding ministerial fellowship with any, of any denomiuation 
whom he might find there, and in short it would amount to this, that 
the Presbytery would become auxiliary to the American Board of For- 
eign Missions, as well as to the American Bible Society. One thing 
further; the brethren know that Synod have the subject of Foreign 
Missions lying on their table for consideration, and will probably adopt 
some jlan upon it, as soon as practicable: and moreover they them- 
selves (1 mean those present at last meeting) acquiesced in what was 
done. Now Lask, as of the former resolution, What is the consistency 
of returning home. and in Presbytery thus hastily snatching Synod’s 
business out of their hand, or at least anticipating themin it! In con- 
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There is something strange in the publication of these resolu- 
it is not common for Presbyteries to publish their resolutions and 
ngs. unless in Matters of general juterest, as we saw sometime 
ro an address bs Cambridge Presbytery, urging their pes ple to a coe 
operation on Synod’s plan of a Bi ble Soci ty; but why any person or 
Presbytery sh uuld unnecessarily publish re in ideihaein which seem so di- 

Hy contrary, is strange inde ed. I would not impute motives to oth- 
ers which they disavow 5 but supposing myself to have been a meni- 
ber of that Presby tery, and had IT been desirous of showing cont ‘mpt 
of Synod and their measures, | would have heartily agreed to these re- 
solutions and the publicat mn of them, asa happy expedient for that 
‘urpose. If the character of the resolutions be not totally different from 
the impression they must naturally make on the plain reader; they 
stand strangely associated in the same article, with an account of a 
eoodly number proceeding in the solemn and heart-knitting work of 

ble eovenanting. It is, however, to be observed that no authority 
of Presbytery appears for the publication of the resolutions; I have 
the fore scarcely been able to pe nai myse lf thattheyv are the grave 
ts of a eourt, but rather the effusions of an individual. I have all 

me considered myself as ahidaiins an individual, and have therefore 
used the more freedom, though I] have not intended to be disrespectful. 
Of course | do not expect a court to dese nd tloauswer my queries, but 
if your correspon lent A. H. can throw any light on the subject, others 
as well as invself will gladiy receive the information. 





Arr. HI. E-cposition of the First Five Chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans ; with Remarks on the Commentaries of Dr. Mac knight, Pro- 
fessor ‘Tholuck, and Professor Moses Stuart. By Roserr Hat- 
‘pane, Esq. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co. Edinburgh: Wil- 
liam Whyte and Co, 1835. 

It has often been observed, If you wish to test the orthodoxy of a 
divine, set him to comment upon the Epistle to the Romans. In that 
remarkable portioa of the sacred canon, the marrow of the Gospel 
may be said to be concentrated. Its distinguishing doctrines are there 
exhibited in such lucid order and mutual dependence, as parts of one 
gra.d remedial scheme, that he who fails to discover them betrays at 
once the obliquity of his mental vision, and his ignorance of the gos- 
pei system. 

Judging by this test, we are compelled to conclude that the standard 
otf sound theologic ‘val knowledge is at present very low among our 
learned divines, and in the public seminarics of Christendom. ‘Three 
commentaries on the epistle tothe Romans have lately appeared in this 
country, by three several professors in protestant universities, viz.— 
Doctors Ritchie of Edinburgh, and Tholuck of Halle, and Mr. Stuart 
of Andover, Massachusetts; which, whatever other merits they 
may possess, are certainly not calculated to give usa very high idea of 
the soundness in the faith of ther respective authors. 

The first, indeed, will probably Wo little harm. The author’s name 
did not before stand particularly high, at least in the department of 
theology ; and his present work has brought him into notice, chiefly ag 
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The other resolution, which particularly drew my attention, is, jp 
effect, to procure, send, and as far as practicable support, a Missionary 
to the heathen, most probably to China, or where the Chinese languag» 
is spoken. ‘The subject of missions and the state of the heathen, is one 
of the most spirit stirring nature, to every lover of Zion's cause ; and 
every minister of the gospel, who rightly understands his commission 
from the Head of the Church, is in spirit and fact a misssionary. 

dut still in this resolution, are several things not easily understood, 
The Presbytery represent to Synod, the great field for missionary Ja. 
bor in the far west, (of which they have the charge,) and therefore the 
necessity of Synod’s sending them as large a portion of supply as they 
ean. ‘The field allotted to that Presbytery is large indeed, from about 
the middle of Ohio, on the east, without limit to the north, west, or south. 
west. In this vast region, there are many tribes of heathen equally 
destitute, and equally accessible as the C hinese, besides many handfuls 
of professing christians, earnestly praying us to come and help them; 
more than would occupy the whole missionary resources of Synod. 

Has the Presbytery found means to supply these since last meeting of 
Svnod? It is well known that small as the Secession Church is, tney 
have not enough of preachers to supply their vacancies. Have the 
Presbytery so full a supply that they can spare one for C ‘hina? It is 
well known that though Synod’s missionary operations are compara- 
tively small, vet they are fully equal to their means. 

Have the Presbytery such a superabundance that they are able, alone, 
to bear the expense of sending and supporting a missionary to China! 
I hope this will not be thought too intrusive; the design of the question 
is, that if the brethren of Miami have discovered some new, and more 
successful plan of raising funds, it might be of excellent use, for other 
Presbyterics aud Synod also to know and adopt it. The Presbytery 
seem to have a spec ial respect to the Chinese language. Are there any 
of their members, or of our preachers, that are more familiar with that 
language than with other foreign languages? Or, is it more easily ac- 
quired than any of the Indian dialects within the Presbytery’s own field 
of labor? Presbytery propose to send one missionary. ‘To what Pres- 
bytery would the sphere of his labors belong! Or, is it consistent with 
Presbyterianism to send one alone to the heathen ? Presbytery do not 
positive ‘ly promise to support him, but only “as far as practicable.” 
This supposes there will be a deficiency. How is that deticiency to be 
supplied?) Perhaps the American Board of Foreign Missions would be 
liberal enough to aid in the case. Perhaps so indeed! and if this be 
the view of the Presbytery, it would at once answer several of my 
questions, for the Board could also furnish the missionary, and 
the missionary would find no such dithculty as 1 have supposed, 
in holding ministerial fellowship with any, of any denomiuation 
whom he might find there, and in short it would amount to this, that 
the Presbytery would become auxiliary to the American Board of For- 
eign Missions, as well as to the American Bible Society. One thing 
further; the brethren know that Synod have the subject of Foreign 
Missions lying on their table for consideration, and will probably adopt 
some jlan upon it, as soon as practicable: and moreover they them- 
selves (1 mean those present at last mecting) acquiesced in what was 
done. Now Lask, as of the former resolution, What is the consistency 
of returning home, and in Presbytery thus hastily snatching Synod’s 
business out of their hand, or at least anticipating themin it! In con- 
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tions: it is not common tor Presbyteries to publish their resolutions and 
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lusion. There is something strange in the publication of these resolu- 


roceeGings. unless in Matters of general juterest, as we saw sometime 


ro an address by Cambridge Presbytery, urging their people to a co- 


ration on Svn rds !) au of a Bible Soc ICLV | but why any person or 


Presbytery should unne rcessarily publish resolutions which seem so di- 
reetly contrary, is suange indeed. I would not impute motives to oth- 
ers which they disavow ; but supposing myself to have been a meni- 
her of t at Presby tery, and had | been desirous oft showing Cont my t 


of Synod and their measares, 1 would have heartily ucreed to these re- 
solutions and the pablication of them, asa happy expedi ent for that 
purpose. It the character of the resolutions be not tot liv different from 
the impression they must naturally make on the piain reader; they 
stand strangely associated in the same article, with an account of a 
goodly number proceeding in the solemn and heart-knitting work 

wiblic eovenanting. It is, however, to be observed that no authority 
of Presbytery appears for the publication of the resolutions; | hi ive 
ther fore scarcely been able to pe seine myself thatthey are the grave 
acts of a court, but rather the effusions of an individual. I have all 
along considered myself as addressing an individual, and have therefore 
used the more freedom, though ] have not intended to be disrespeettul. 
Of course I do not ~~ a court to desecnd to auswer my queries, but 
if your corres} poudent A. H. can throw any light on the subject, others 
as well as invself will glad v receive the information. Q. 





Anr. IIL Exposition of the First Five Chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans ; with Remarks on the Commentaries of Dr. Macku ight, Pro- 
fessor Tholuck, and Professor Moses Stuart. By Roserr Hat- 
pane, Esq. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co. Edinburgh: Wil- 
lam Whyte and Co. _—. 

t has often been observed, If you wish to test the orthodoxy of a 
divine set him to comment upon the Epistle to the Romans. In that 
remarkable portion of the sacred canon, the marrow of the Gospel 
may be said to be concentrated. Its distinguishing doctrines are there 
exhibited in such lucid order and mutual dependence, as parts of one 
grad remedial scheme, that he who fails to discover them betrays at 
once the obliquity of his mental vision, and his ignorance of the gos- 
pel system, 

Judging by this test, we are compelled to conclude that the standard 
of sound theologic ‘al knowledge is at present very low among our 
learned divines, and in the public seminarics of Christendom. ‘Three 
commentaries on the epistle to the ang ins have lately appeared in this 
country, by three several professors it 1 protestant universities, Viz.— 
Doctors Ritchie of Edinburgh, and Tholuck of Halle, and Mr. Stuart 
of Andover, Massachusetts; which, whatever other merits they 
may possess, are certainly not calculated to give us a very high idea of 
the soundness in the faith of their respective authors. 

The first, indeed, will probably do little harm. The author’s name 
did not before stand particularly high, at least in the department of 
theology ; and his present work has brought him into notice, chiefly ag 
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a pannel at the bar of the General Assembly of the Chureh of Seot- 
land, from which, upon a vague disclaimer of error, he was dismissed 
without censure, litte to his credit or to theirs. ‘The other two are 
more calculated to be hurtful, and particularly the last. Mr. Stuart has 
obtained considerable celebrity in the religious world for his letters jn 
defence of the doctrine of the ‘Trinity, a work which, though far from 
faultless, certainly displays not a little ability and research : and, having 
lately entered upon the fashionable field of Bibheal criticism, he is at 
present looked up to as an authority by many on both sides of the At- 
lantic. His reputation as a critic, we do think, has been considerably 
overrated. He is, after all but a second hand one, borrrowing very lib- 
erally from the German divines, particularly Dr. Tholuck, above men- 
tioned. ‘This, however, has only rendered his works the more danger- 
ous. Considering the well known character of German theology for 
some time past, it was hardly to be expected but that the extract, even 
after being refined inan American crucible, would retain some of its 
original flavour. In the present case, indeed, we question whether the 
poison has not acquired rather increased virulence, for of the two last 
mentioned works, so closely resembling each other that the first may be 
considered as the model, we do consider the commentary of the Ger- 
man Professor as by far the least exceptionable. Neither of them can 
however be considered safe. ‘Through the loop-holes of verbal criti- 
cism on the sacred text, they have contrived to bring forward, and io- 
sinuate in aspecious manner, the greater part of those Armimian and 
Pelagian tenets, which had fled from the touch-stone of open theological 
discussion. ‘The imputation of the sin of Adam, and of the righteous- 
ness of Christ, are by both denied or explained away ; the nature of 
faith misrepresented, and the cardinal doctrine of justification by faith, 
i. e. by placing to the account of the believer the perfect righteousness 
of the Saviour, perverted into an unworthy compromise, on the part 
of the great ruler of all, whereby, upon the consideration of his having 
received from the surety a general satisfaction for sin, he “counts,” as 
Mr. Stuart expresses it, “the fuith of the believer as complete obedience,” 
and acquits him gratuitous/y upon the ground of it. 

The spread of these doctrines, in this new dress, has called forth the 
work, the title of which stands at the head of this article. It is the pro- 
duction of a layman: but, as a contribution to our exegetical theology, it 
is of more value than those of the three learned professors put together. 
The author 1s already well known, both as a Christian philanthropist, 
and an able writer. He is well acquainted with the nature and tenden- 
dency of German Neology, having witnessed its progress on the Conti- 
nent, and the havoe which it has already made in some of the most 
distinguished of the Protestants Churches ; and he is most laudably jea- 
lous of its introduction into this country. It was this which led him to 
take such a prominent and efficient part in the Apocrypha Controversy ; 
and drew from his pen his valuable work on the Evidence and Autho- 
rity of Divine Revelation ; and the present volume may be considered 
as following out the same object. 

Mr. Haldane has ouly proceeded in his Exposition to the close of the 
fifth chapter. His reason for confining himself at present to these chap- 
ters, (we hope he does not propose to stop short at them,) appears to 
be, that he wished to present to his readers a unique, and scriptural 
view of the fundamental doctrine of justification by faith, through the 
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. ‘This is the great truth, which 
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apostle proposes to establish in these chapters, and upon which he 
brings the whok chain of his unrivalled argument to bear. In going 
over the ground, Mr. Haldane has made it his aim by a doctrinal ana- 
the text, to bring out the apostle’s meaning, and place it lami- 
before his readers, so as to shew them, thatthat grand truth, the 


the 


ivsis ol 


nouUsIN : : . 
very kev-stone of the gospel system, rests notupon the “wisdom of 
man.” but upon the infallible testimony of God. In this he has been 


very successful. We have in his pages no parade of criticism, no at- 
tempts to attract by striking out new meanings to words and phrases 
long since understood, but what is of far more importance, the old 
catholic doctrine, the true doctrine of the apostle, is fully and fairly ex- 
hibited, and clearly and convincingly established. . 

In the progress of his analysis, Mr. H. has frequent occasion to intro- 
duce several short exegetical dissertations on the various controverted 
words and phrases, which occur in these chapters, and to refute the er- 
roneous views of them propagated by various other commentators, par- 
ticularly in the work of Mr. Stuart. ‘Thus we have a pretty lengthen- 
ed exposition of the phrases, “righteousness af God,” “justification.” 
“imputation,” &c. These form, perhaps, the most valuable portion of 
the work, and prove that the worthy author is no novice in the science 
of theology. His views are uniformly sound, his expositions of them 
clear and consistent with his text, and his refutation of the errors of his 
opponents able and satisfactory. The religious world are much indebt- 
ed to him for detecting and exposing the sophistry of this new school, 
and thus providing an antidote for a poison which is not the less dan- 
gerous, that it is administered under the specious form of improved cri- 
ticism on the sacred text. ‘The parade of superior learning assumed by 
some of our modern bibtical critics, is very apt to impose upon many, 
especially of their younger readers. ‘They would almost persuade us, 
that, if the doctrines of the gospel were formerly known, the words, at 
least, in which they are written, were never before understood: and 
while they are learnedly hunting through their various phases, for re- 
condite and novel interpretations, the reader is in danger of being led 
away. before he is aware, from those grand established truths which 
lie upon the surface of the Bible, and involved in all the inextricable 
mazes and contradictions of heresy. Against this evil Mr. Haldane’s 
work is an excellent caveat, not only by pointing out and confuting the 
errors themselves, but by the plain, unostentatious, and common sense 
way in which he deals with the sacred text, fixing his attention, not 
only on its minutia, but chiefly on its scope, taking an enlarged view of 
its contents, and thus “comparing spizitual things with spiritual.” 

We cou'd have wished to have given a fair specimen of his manner, 
by extracting some of his more lengthened expositions, such as that on 
chapter iii. 21, chapter iv. 6, or the importaut verses in the close of 
chapter v. Our limits, however, entirely preclude us. We must con- 
tent ourselves with the following short quotation, taken at random from 
chapter iv. 

“3. “And it was counted to him for righteousness ;’ rather, ‘unto right- 
eousness.” It is not instead of righteousness, as this translation for right- 
eousness, has led many to suppose. By faith a man becomes truly 
righteous. Faith is the recipient of that righteousness by which 
we are justified. Unto righteousness is the literal rendering, as the 
same word in the original is so often translated in this discussion; as 
where it is said, chapter i. 17, the gospel is the power of God unto salva- 
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tion ; and chapter iii. 22, even the righteousness of God which is uni 
all them that believe ; and so in innumerable other places, but especial. 
ly in a passage precise ‘ly parallel to the one before us, c chapter x. 10, 
‘for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.’ ‘This is the sig- 
nification of the phrase in the verse before us, Which ought to have beey 
translated in o same way. The expression, ‘unto righteousness,’ js 
elliptical, and signifies unto the receiving of righteousness. In the dif- 
ferent French tri nslations, the meaning of the criginal is prope rly ex- 
pressse rd, ‘a justice,’ that is. to, or walo righteousne ss, and in the same 
way in the vulgate, ‘ad justitiam,’ to righteousness. 

“That faith itself is not the justify ing righteousness is demonstrab ly 
evident from the very phraseology of many passages that speak of faith 
and righteousness in the same place, “Even the righteousness of God, 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all. and upon all that believe.’ 
Here righteousness is supposed to be one thing and faith another, 
Righteousness is what we want in order to justification; faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as testified in the gospel, is the means through which 
we receive this righteousness. Believing, then, is not the righteous- 
ness, but it is the means through which we become righteous. Can 
language more expressly shew that righteousness and faith are two dif- 
ferent things, for two different purposes, though always both enjoyed by 
the same persons, and both equally necessary ! In like manner, in 
Rom. x. 10, the Apostle says, ‘For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness.’ Here it is uccessarily implied that faith is not righ- 
teousness, but that it is the means through which we receive righteous- 
ness. Nothing then can be a greater corruption of the truth than to 
represent faith itself as accepted instead of righteousness, or to be the 
righteousness that saves the sinner. Faith is not righteousness; right- 
eousness is the fulfilling of the law.” 

Mr. Haldane will not, of course, expect us, as sound Presbyterians, 
to subscribe to his opinion, that “the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
were committed exclusively to the apostles, ” if by this he means, as we 
presume he does, to the exclusion of the ordinary othice-bearers of the 
house of God. Neither can we be understood as vouching for the ac- 
curacy of every sentiment and expression which occur in the volume : 
but the slips will be found to be few and slight, and we can easily ex- 
cuse them, in consideration of the sterling worth of the volume as a 
whole. In his appendix, he refers to an observation of Mr. Stuart, that 
his readers were not to expect from him a “sermonizing commentary,” 
aud very justly observes, that the difference of form would have been 
less felt had Mr. Stuart presc nted us, in his own way with the swbstan- 
tual doctrines of many of these sermonizing commentators. We con- 
fess, however, that we also feel nota littke the want of the practical 
improvement, which these sermonizers were wont to make of the doc- 
trines of the text. Nor do we think that Mr. Haldane himself has entire ly 
supplied this defect. In fact, if there be a blemish in his excellent 
work, we appre shend it is the want of this, which, in our opivion, great- 
ly lessens its interest. and even excites in the common reader a feeling 
of heaviness. We do not find in his pages the rich and soul- nourishing 
remarks of Henry, nor even the judicious but drier observations of 


Scott. No doubt this may be considered as not falling exactly within 


his plan, which was to give a simple statement of the great doctrines of the 
text, and clear them from the errors imposed upon them; and it must al- 
so be allowed, that the whole bearing of the exposition is of a practical 
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tendency. Still we do think, that a more liberal interspersion of such 
hservations would have considerably relieved the dryness of the doc- 
trinal discussion and enhanced its value to the common reader. 

The truth is, a good practical family exposition of the Ey 
Rom ans is still ade sideratum In our libraries We have at pres ‘nt be- 
fore us a manuseript volume ot Lectures on this Epistle, by the late 
Rev. James Aitken, 01 Nirriemuir, which we think not unsuited to su ply 
the blat Ik, We hope this volume will yet see the light, for we have 
much misjudged the portion we have examined, if it be not calcuiated 
10 do muca credit to the memory of the venerated author, and atford to 


the friends of evangelical truth a high degree beth of pleasure and 
prolt. 


Art. IV. 2 Letter of Robert Haldane. 


[LeTrer FROM Robert Haupaner, Esa. to the Rev. Dr. Morrison, 
Editor of the Evangelical Magazine respecting the Commentary of Pro- 
fessor Stuart on the Epistl lo the Romans. 

We find this letter bound up with the last number of the London 
Evangelical Magazine for September. Robert Haldane is well known 
for Christian activitv, and devotedness, and also for his sound learning 
and for several excellent works published by him. A vear or two since 
dh tblished a Commentar vy on the { first te: ene eere oF the Epistle to 

Ro mans. In connection with this, he examines the views and cri- 
tical exposition of Prof. Stuart, and nwheibles. and severely condemns 
, s unsoun dine ss as to evangelical sentiment. In the same number of 


» Evangelical Magazine of this vear there is a notice of the second 
Britis! odit nof Stuart’s Commentary on the Romans, doubtless from 
the pen of its editor, Dr. Morrison. ‘This notice (which we copied in- 


loctrinal errors of the 


to our paper) decidedly condemns the important ¢ 
Commentary, and views it as calculated toexert a dangerous influence, 
but regrets the severity with which Mr. Haldane handled it. ‘This 
gave rise to the following letter from Mr. Haldane. It is worthy of 
attention.-—Ch. Int. | 
Sin,—In vour Magazine of this month, you represent me as adopt- 
g, iu my Exposition of the Epistle to the Romans, “a stvle of cen- 
sure which can never be applicable to such a man as Moses Stuart. 
This language is calculated to misleed your readers, and induce them 
to suppose that | have made a personal attack on Mr. Stuart, while vou 
are Well aware that my censures are exclusiveiv levelled against his 
heretical doctrine, and the perverted statements by which he labors to 
support it. Aud in what stvle should perversions of the truth of God 
be censured? Are they to be treated as mere matters of opinion on 
which we may innoce sntly and safely differ? Or ought they to be 
openly met ina tone of solemn. strong, and decided disapprobation ? If 
an apostle was withstood to the face when he was to be blamed, are 
the writings of Moses Stuart, which subvert the Gospel, to be passed 
without rebuke? 

The style 1 have adopted, in my remarks on Mr. Stuart’s Commen- 
tary on the Romans, is the stvle which I believe the L ord enjoins, and 


which his servants throughout the Scriptures exemplify, in opposition 
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to the manner of those who prophesied smooth things, who called eyjj 
good, who put darkness for light, and bitter for sweet, of which you 
have furnished so melancholy an example. Others who have read my 
work, consider the style as suitable to the occasion, and that a smooth. 
er style, in so flagrant a ease, in which, by g 0d words and fair speech. 
es. the hearts of m: any have been dece ived, would have discovered 
rather the love of the praise of men than of the praise of God. Your 
animadversion on this style, considering that the most vital doc trines of 
the Gospel are concerne d, bears the appearance of being intended for 
the double purpose of discrediting, on the one hand, the only work iy 
which Mr. Stuart's heresies have been brought to light; and on the 
other, of withdrawing the public attention from the fearful responsibili- 
tv which attaches to your own conduct. 

In the examples of opposing error, left on record for our imitation, 
ve perceive nothing of that frigid spirit of indifference which smiles on 
the corrupters of the Word of God, and shuns to call heresy by its 
proper name. With what holy indignation do the apostles denounce 
the subtle machinations of the enemies of the Gospe ‘1! In vain shall we 
look among these faithful servants of the Lord, for any thing to justify 
thi it trembling reserve, which fears to say decidedly that truth is truth, 
or that error is error. 

But, Sir, while | have to desiderate in you that zeal and decision with 
which you ought to have set yourself against the heresies of Mr. Stuart, 
Il can give the less credit to your disapprobation of the style I have em- 
ployed, wheu I cast my eye on the article in your Magazine, on the 
same leaf in which | am censured. Speaking of the report of a late 
deputation to America, you thus express yourself,—*If they are con- 
vinced in their minds—and surely they must be—that the American 
Christians, and particularly their own denomination, are living in a 
frigittal sin against God, it was their duty to enter into no compromise 
with that sin, and to make no conditions of abstinence from denouncing 
it inthe same frank, open, and manly way in which they would have 
denounced it in their native country.” Observe, Sir, how this applies 
to your conduct to the American C hristians of your own denomination, 
who are living in a frightful sin against God, in ret lining as one of their 
chief instructors a man who teaches another Gospel. “It would have 
been,” you say, “a noble act of Christian heroism to have forfeited a 
confidence which could not be secured without merging the identity of 
their character npon a paramount question in Christian morals.” You 
have only to change the expression, “Christian morals.” for Christian 
doctrines, and this language comes home to yourself. Had the Deputa- 
tion acted in the way you recommended, “the American Churches,” 
you subjoin “would have learnt a Jesson never to be forgotten, that 
British ( ‘hristians cannot consistently with their obligation to the Great 
Master, make common cause with American professors of the Gospel, 
in their slave-holding or slave-defending propensities.” ‘The applica- 
tion is obvious. Can British Christians, consistently with their obliga- 
tions to the Lord, make common cause with an American professor of 
the Gospel, in his endeavors to subvert its very foundations! “Here,” 
you observe, “the faithful ministers of the cross have ever denounced 
it,” (slavery.) And have you, asa faithful minister, denounced the 
heresies of the man who tramples on the doctrines of the cross! “Are 
they,” you say, “to purchase the applause of the timid, the irresolute, 
and the actually corrupt, by standing aloof from that persecuted but 


{ 
‘ 
3 

















ev}| 
you 
| my 
oth. 
rh. 
ered 
LOur 
| for 
k il) 


the 


" 


Letter of Robert Haldane. 803 


noble band of men — call the sin of slavery by its proper name * 
And are you, Str, » purchase the applause of those who stand aloof 
from the men aes ‘all the sin of heresy by its proper name ' You 
add. “We say U inhesiti tingly, that English pastors will unspei akab ly de- 
vrade themselves, and violate principles which ought to be dearer to 
the m than existence itse] I. if thev willallow themselves to be placed in 
such an ominous position. And ts not this the very seg n im which 
you have pi aced yourse if respec ting Christian doctrine?) “It will not 
40.” you observe, “to talk to us of prudence when a great question in 
Christian morals is in je opardy.” And will it do, when not one. but 
many great que stions in Christian doctrine are in jeopardy? It ap 
pears, then, that vou can “re buke shi irply when you deem the occasion 
to be suitable ; but that, in defianee of Se riptural example, vou are of- 
fended with those who do so, when “sound doetrine” is concerned. 

Mr. Stuart asks, “Can I publish to the world what I do not serious- 
lv regard as true!” If Mr. Stuart seriously regards what he has writ- 
ten to be true, the Apostle Paul as seriously thought that he ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. But when 
this author overthrows the doctrine of Scripture, asserts in plain lan- 
cuage that obedience leads to, and ends in justificationn—-when he ex 
plodes the imputation of sin and righteousness, and advances sta‘ements 
that impugn the justice of the Divine administrationn—when, according 
to his American Reviewer, he has denounced doctrines which have “al- 
ways been —— as pi art of the common faith of Protestant Christen- 
dom.’ "—when, by glaring mistransl: tons, and perverted reasonings, he 
removes the foundation of a sinners’s hope betore God, all of which | 
have fully established in my Exposition.—when I observe this, | con- 
sider it to be my daty, however, seriously Mr. Stuart may regard such 
statements to be true, to show that they are utterly false, derogatory in 
the highest degree to the character of God, and if received, irretrievably 
ruinous to the souls of men. Sir, it is not in your power to rebut even 
one of these heavy charges. 

You ventured, vou say, when a former edition of Mr. Stuart’s Com- 
mentary on the Epistle to the Romans made its appearance, to “com- 
mend it very earnestly to the attention of Theological students.” Yes 
let me remind vou of some of those ‘great swelling words,” by which 
you introduced him to the public,—“His love of truth, his fearlessness 
of all consequences in the assertion of it, his freedom from all dog- 
matism and vanity, his patience in putting forth the amount of labor ne- 


cessary towards reaching a difficult conclusion, his perfect simplicity of 


heart, are qualities which none can overlook in’ perusing his admirable 
writings.” Assuredly you, Sir, cannot say with Paul, “neither at any 
time used we flattering words.” His love of truth. Did you not shu d- 
der when you wrote this? His freedom from all vanity—his perfect 
simplicity of heart. If this be so, no marvel, if conscious of those 
qualities which you so unreservedly ascribe to him, Mr. Stuart cannot 
for a moment conceive that the personal experience of the Apostle 
Paul is described in the seventh chapter of the Epistle to the Romans ; 
nor is it in the least surprising that he should explain the expression in 
the sixth chapter, “dead to sin,” to mean “to renounce sin; to become 
as it were insensible to its exciting power or influence (as a dead per- 
son is incapable of sensibility.”) And as it is impossible to overlook 
“the characteristic features of Mr. Stuart's mind” in his admirable wri- 
tings, it is not to be wondered at that you ventured to commend them 
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very earnestly; although now, indeed, you say you see “much in them 


in the form of implication and inference, calculated to unsettle all the 
ancient landmarks on in » subject of the innate depravity of human na. 
ture.” You also say, “After all that Mr. Stuart has advanced in the 


present edition to sapport his theory,” you “are not a whit more recon. 
ciled to its truth” But why ’ 6 Beeause, according to Vou, itis ney 
“stripped of all disguise.” When vou ventured so earnestly to recom. 

mend his admirable writings, were you not aware of thee vil they con. 
tained, although possibly not so fully as now when you have vot them 
siripp d of all disouise’ Sire | ovaintain that such a paragrap!: as | 
have quoted above from your review, ii will not be easy to imateh, 
Moreover, it has seldom been exemplitied, that any one acting as you 
have done in this matter, has, without the smallest confession of his 
goilt, voluntarily, come forward as the aceuser of another, who pro- 
bably helped him to see through the disguise” under which a funda- 


th) | doctrine of Christianity is undermined and overthrown. Can 
vou be ignorant that a very ample acknowledgment to the Christian 
puolic is dae by you, of your sin in contributing to disseminate the poi- 


son contained in Mr. Stuart’s writings ! 


The Apostle Paul warned Christians against men who from among 
themselves arose speaking perverse things, to draw aw ay disciples aller 
them, and instead of complimenting false teachers in lis day, as you do 
Vr. Stuart, denounced an angel from heaven on the supposition of his 
preaching another Gospel. And even now, when your eyes are open- 
ed to the deleterious character of Mr. Stuart's writings, and when com- 
pelled to admit that, ‘stripped of all disguise,” his theory is, “that there 
Is no sin in “the world but actual sin,” how inadequate is the testimony 
you have borne against them ! Yet can anything be more dangerous 
than heresy under disguise? And can that system be called Christiani- 
ty which denies original sin? Was it not your duty, then, to lift up 
your voice like a trampet, to cry aloud and spare not; and to do allin your 
power to te suly repentance for your most unme rited panegyric son this 
opposer of the truth, and on his “admirable writings,” which, when 
stripped of all disguise, exhibit his frightful heresies and artfal contra- 
dictions of the truth of God? Is that truth to be trifled with, and suf- 
fered to be trampled on in this manner! For the part, Sir, you have 
acted, you ought to humble yourself in the dust. If my style be not 
applic: able to Mr. Stuart, is yours applicable? You had better have 
looked to your own stvle before you came forward to censure mine. 
You should have remembered the beam in your owneye. 

Sir, it is ancandid and unfair to attempt, as you have done by an in- 
direct, unsubstantiated, and undefined charge to impress the Christian 
public with the opinion that in condemning the errors of Mr. Stuart, I 
have employed a style of censure that is not applicable to him. My 
style of censure would be applicable to all the angels of heaven were 
they to teach the heresies of Moses Stuart. And with all your compli- 
mentary phraseology what do you virtually say to bim! Do you not 
charge his doctrine, when stripped of all disguise, as heretical ; > and 
virtually deny him a sound understanding when you admit that he 
teaches fundamental errors, through a mass of misdirected learning ! 

You reverence Mr. Stuart's learning, criticism, and mental power; 
but is it possible that sound criticism can lead to false theology ! I ven- 
ture to predict, that after Mr. Carson’s work shall be completed, the first 
part of which has been just published, entitled, “Examination of the 
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Principles of Biblical Interpretation of Ernesti, Ammon, Stuart, “and 
other Philologists,” the claims of Moses Stuart will in those respects be 
much lowered. Nothing more clearly shows the necessity of such a 
wor than the fact, that by the aid of false eri icism, many modern in- 
terpreters have contrived to corrupt the Gospel, and darken the Word 
of God witha plausibility that deceives the generality of readers, and 
with a show of learning that overawes them. It is thus that Mr. 
Stuart's work on the Epistle to the Romans has commanded the admi- 
ration of those who would be thought learned. or averted the Upposi- 
tion of others who may have suspected its orthodoxy, 

It is certainly no evidence of Mr. Stuart’s uncommon candor when, 
in a passage quoted by you, he endeavors to impress his readers with a 
conviction that his opponents will be sectarian and purty mea. What 
he says on this subject you characterise as “admrable remarks 3” vou 
ought rather to have designated them as abominable artifice aud dis- 
honest dealing. Sectarianism is utterly out of the question. It is the 
doctrines of the Gospel, the most fundamental doctrines of the Gospel 
which are concerned, and not the dictinctions of sects and parties. Aud 
now it turns out that you yourself are une of the party men or sectari- 
ans referred to by Mr. Stuart, though you are both of the same sect. 
Sectarian distinctions have nothing to do with this controversy. Mr. 
Stuart’s works overturn the Gospel, and you know it. 

Mr. Stuart lays it down as an axiom that the imputation of sin and 
righteousness is impossible. Where is the Christian who, after this will 
have the boldness to defend Mr. Stuart's work, or to affirm that to hin 
the strongest style of censure is not applicable?) Where is the Chris- 
tian who will attempt even to palliate such heresies?) Can any man be 
called a Christian who will notacknowledge that he was shapen in ini- 
quity and conceived in sin; or who will hold up his face to affirm that in 
the day when the heavens and the earth shall tlee away fron the pre- 
sence of Him that sitteth oa the throne, he shall be able su to stand, ex- 
cept by the imputation of the righteousness of Christ? All refuges of 
lies, such as those which Mr. Stuart has substituted in its place, will 
then be swept away. Itis worthy of particular remark, that in order 
to explode the doctrine of justification by the imputation of that righ- 
teousness, and to support his destructive errors, Mr. Stuart has selected 
the very portion of Scripture in which it is most expressly taught, and 
has perverted its meaning in a manner the most aw ful. 

There has of late been much discussion in this country respecting the 
state of religion in America. Some maintain that it is in a flourishing 
condition, while others affirm that a great declension in sound doctrine 
has taken place. Nothing on the subject has been produced that more 
strongly confirms this last opinion than the astounding fact that one of 
the largest denominations of professed Christians there, continue to re- 
cognise Mr. Stuart asa leading instructor of their future pastors. ‘Their 
lukewarm state, and little regard for the purity of the trath as itis in 
Jesus, is thus manifest to all. How different must their character be 
from the character of those Churches whom the Lord commended 
because they could not bear them which are evil, and hated the doc- 

trine which he hates? This fact, connected with the little general dis- 
approbation and abhorrence of Mr. Stuart's system which has been ex- 
hibited in that country, speaks volumes, and both iuvinecibly prove thata 
Lsosiense spirit of indifference to sound doctrine very extensively pre- 
Valls. 
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On the whole, Sir, observing the style of high approbation with which 
Mr. Stuart's Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans has been ush- 
ered into this country, in the guilt of which you so largely partic ipate ; 
and when no warning voice was heard to admonish C hristians of their 
danger, | considered it to be my duty openly and loudly to denounce his 
heresies, and to prove his sy stem to be in direct oppesition to the } Serip- 
tures. I held it to be proper, at the same time, to point out the hereti- 
cal character of Dr. Macknight’s Commentary, which uraccountably 
stands so high in the estimation of many. Several years ago, after 
publishing strictures on that work, I re ‘ceived a letter from Mr. Be trder, 
the late excellent Secretary of the London Missionary Society, request- 
ing me to send him some copies of my remarks, saying how seasonable 
they were, and stating that his reasons for wishing to distribute them 
was. that nove of the misionaries went out from the Society without 
being furnished with that Commentary.—This he deeply regretted ; 
and asswedly a werse book.—one more calculated to mislead 
and pervert them,—could not have been put inte their hands. Mr. 
Burder found no fault with the stvle of my censures, although precisely 
of the same character with that which you condemn. It is the style 
which I believe to be sanctioned by the Seriptures, while lam = con- 
vineed that, if, in reference to Mr. Stuart’s work, | had employed a dif- 
ferent style, it would have been contrary to what duty demanded. It 
is the sane stvle that 1 had adopted on the Continent in Opposition to 
the enemies of the cross of Christ in that quarter, which was highly ap- 
proved of by the Christians there, and which I would humbly and 
thankfully remember, the Lord was graciously pleased to accompany 
with so many and such signal tokens of his approbation. And the good 
effects of this same style are apparent in the very different manner in 
which Mr. Stuart’s works are now regarded by many. ‘This encour- 
ages me to hope, that to whatever censures 1 may be exposed on the 
part of man, the testimony which | have borne against them has been 
accompanied with the blessings of my Divine Master. 

lam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
ROBERT HALDANE. 

Edinburgh, June, 1836. 





Art. V. Personal igi an indispensable qualification for the 
Ministerial office, or the Minister should be a Christian. 

The comfort of the individual the safety and advantage of the com- 
munity, depend to a great extent on the qualifications of men for the 
offices they fill, and the callings they exercise. In no case to which it is 
applied, is this principle so important as in its relation to that profession 
which is intrusted with the cure of souls. It is perhaps equally true, 
that no station of responsibility is more marked by unsuitableness and 
insufficieney in the persons who aspire to it. The general respectabili- 
ty of the office, 2 t prospect it gives of lite rary indulgence, o or of care- 
less indolence, in some cases the emoluments, and in others the gratifi- 

cation of all the dispositions which sectarianism has a féndency to pro- 
duce and foster, are temptations to covet the honor of the Gosp ‘el minis- 
ter, without a due respect to the gifts, which only can effectively dis- 
charge his dutics. Nor is it to be forgotten, that both the objects of the 
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spiritual oversight, and they whose part it is to watch the overseers, 
and excite them to their duty, are often more negligent than they would 
be, if the interest were of an inferior and wordly kind. 

These and similar considerations urge the necessity of cultivating cor- 
rect sentiment respec ting the sacred office, and commend to our jadg- 
ment the regulations and provisions which almost all the churches sanc- 
tion and profess to apply for the public good 

Our present aim is to illustrate a proposition which, it is believed, all 
admit, according to their own definition of the terms in which it is ex- 
pressed. No man within the pale of nominal Christian will refuse his as- 

sent to the maxim, that a minister should be a Christian, but we are not 
on that account to suppose that our present task is useless or unimport- 
ant. 

For our purpose, it is necessary that we affix a precise meaning to 
the term Christian. Whether it was originally a name assumed in 
honor of their master by the disciples themselves, or was a nickname 
imposed in reproach by their enemies, itis not very easy to determine. 
It isof more importance for us to know, that the word to this day bears 
very different significations among those whe all employ it as a good 
name. By not a few it is bestowed on all who have been baptized, and 
according to them aman may believe hardly any Christian doctrine, and 
may practice scarcely any Christian duty, and vet be a Christian. ‘To 
say in the dialect of suc +h, that a minister ought to be a Christian, is 
saying nothing; and our difficulty would be, to find a minister who is 
nota Christian. We are not called to give any large account of the 
proper import of the designation. Suffice it for our purpose to say, 
that the man who is in truth a Christian, grounds his title to the 
name on his belict, and on his practice, and on th: peculiar manner in 
which he has been brought to adopt the one, and to cultivate the other. 
He believes the truths peculiarly Christian, and his conduct ts directed 
hy their practical influence, and all is the effect of these internal super- 
natural operations which the Christian record both describes and 
promises. 

All who allow this account of vital experimental Christianity, main- 
tain that the possession of it is a chief requisite in the qualifications of 
the profitable minister of the Gospel. They ad nit its necessity to all 
men, and its special necessity to those whose work it is to inculcate and 
exemplify Christian faith and practice. We have not, theretore, to 
support or defend an affirmative in the face of directdenial. One of the 
chief obstacles to cHlective and profitable discussion on vur topic, is the 
unquestioning, matter of course conceditur to our thesis. We seck not 
to pull down an avowed error, but to quicken an admitted speculation 
into a practical feeling, and our conclusion would urge, uot a change in 
the rules of administration, but a more faithful and feeling observance 
of them. 

Iu illustration of the necessity of personal piety to public office in the 
church, we might appeal to the divine administration in cases in which 
special influence was common and direct. ‘The inspired penmen were 
without exception holy men of God, net only inoved by the Spirit of 
God to present infalliat ble communications to others, bat themse ly es the 
subjects of that knowledge which is practical and saving.  ‘Thas were 
Moses and Samuel among them that called upon God; Pacl, in whom 
the divine election and agency are so conspicuous, was made a Chris- 
tian before he was invested with the ministry and apostleship. The 
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wonderful page of Christian history which records the conversion of 
that distinguished man, may not only be improved for the confirmation 
aud establishment of the great cause for which he was a witness, but 
may be appealed to as an attestation from heaven of the truth, that the 
man who preaches the Gospel should himself be the subject of its 
power. }t dees not invalidate our argument, that we are not now to 
expect the same immediate interposition in the bestowal of office inthe 
church. ‘The union of gifts and grace, of authority and experience, is 
as desirable as ever, and is to be sought in the use of all the means 
which may be permanently employed in the church. 

There are some facts in Scripture which may appear at first sight in- 
consistent with those to which we have referred, but more carefully ex- 
amined, they will be found to confirm our rule in respect of its ebliga- 
tion and importance. ‘The cases of Balaam and Judas, and other un- 
godly men, who have sustained office and performed public duty in the 
church. while they may still excite alarm, and inculcate watchtulness, 
do set in the strongest light the guilt and misery of the godless, grace- 
less minister, warning against the way of Cain, the error of Balaam, 
the gainsaying of Core, and the treachery of the son of perdition. 
We war not against any thing which is Scriptural in relation to the dis- 
tinction of ofhce in the church, the necessity of external qualifications 
for it, or the duty and propriety of observing instituted rules in the 
conveyance of it, and investure with it. We would hail the appear- 
ance of a day which would exhibit a more careful examination, and a 
more strict application of all the appointments which can plead this 
high authority. Amid all controversies, however, this is surely an 
established point in divinely appointed church order, that the minister 
of Christ shoutd be a man of God, and the preacher a believer, that he 
may declare what he has seen and heard and known. 

In descending to a more minute detail of arguments, it mav be men- 
tioned as another proof of our position, that personal religion is neces- 
sary to the acquisitions which prepare for the ministry. These last, 
we admit in all their importance, and in nothing which we advance in 
behalf of the qualification, which is our special subject, do we sympathize 
with these who undervalue any one endowment, natural or acquired, 
of the Gospel minister. The history of the world and the church is 
confirming more and more, the usefulness of extended tuition, and pre- 
paration for the work of spiritual instruction, and ecclesiastical admin- 
istration, Of such importance at the same time is the experimental 
knowledge of religion, that all other attainments, without it, fall short 
of any proper preparation for the Christian ministry. The man who 
pursues sacred studies without spiritual understanding, is like a blind 
man prosecuting the knowledge of optics or astronomy, or the man 
who has neither eye, nor ear, nor taste, investigating the principles of 
inusic, painting or poetry. In whatever manner we dispose of the 
questions respecting the original equality of mind, and the distinctions 
of native genius, it is undoubted that there are minds, whether it be 
from constitution or early acquired habit, vastly superior to others in 
the power of mastering particular branches of science,—they seem to 
possess a sense of which others are destitute. There is something 
analogous to this in the influence of personal experience on the studies 
of the candidate for the ministry. There is no doubt in his case, that 
the principle of the distinction is implanted, and without it the subjects 
about which he is versant, are not ouly unfelt id theit*proper’chiafacter, 
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they are not known in the truth of their existence. Add to all this, 
that in the present instance the scholar proposes to become a teacher, 
and the learner an tustructor, 

There is the dedication of the minister to his ealling which forms 
another step in his course, and in this too, we may discover the neces- 
sity of his being in heart a Christian. ‘The manner of investiture with 
the sacred office is very solemnly conducted, and the candidate for the 
ministry publicly pronounces his vows and promises, It is the fashion 
of the time to plead for harrowing the unport of these services. Our 
question ought to be, have they a foundation in duty and divine institu. 
tion, and surely if promises are properly interposed in any case, if their 
tendency and influence are ever salutary, itmust be here. And one of 
the uses made of the devetement, and the engagements which accom. 
pany it, should be to excite the care that there be a heart suitably 
moving to all that is said and done. Perhaps there is not an act more 
daring or more hardening than the empty uaprincipled profession in 
these circumstances. “O that there were such an heart in them.” 

The exercise of the ministry would atlord a large field for the contir- 
mation of our principle, that the minister should be a Christian. With 
regard to one of the most important duties of the calling, the preach- 
ing of the gospel, the expericnce of the truth is essentially necessary. 
No gifts of knowledge or utterance can compensate for the want of it, 
Without it, the minister must be unacquainted with the condition of his 
hearers, and can know neither the state of ithe sinner nor the wants of 
the saint; and his ministrations will be unseasoned by that feeling and 
sympathy which give a spiritual unction to the words of him who com- 
forts with the consolation wherewith he has been comforted of God, 
We find the impression of divine truth greatly increased by its being 
presented in connexton with the experience of the preachers. Inspira- 
tion might have communicated abstract truth in its purity, through the 
instrumentality of men of speculative intelligence, and the assent of 
our understandings would have been duc to the communication; the 
charms which the spiritual sensations of holy men imparts to their lan- 
guage would have been wanting, aud its fitness and moral influence 
considered as a mean of persuasion, must have been mach impaired. 
One reason why men have been preferred to angels for the office of 
preaching, may have been the advantage which they posses as knowing 
all the sympathies of the men itis their work to address. Were mere 
intelligence and power requisite for the sacred office, Satan as an angel 
of light, would be immensely superivr to the most knowing and gifted 
of mankind, and indeed the declarations and professions which a minis- 
ter must make, if they are all falsehood and deceiving pretext as they 
must be from the mouth of an unbeliever, are truly diabolical. and 
liker a messenger from the father of lies, than a servant of the God of 
truth. 

[t is the minister’s work also to be the mouth of the holy convoca- 
tion in addressing the object of their worship. And this service might 
of itself be made the subject of a dissertation. There are questions 
connected with it of no easy solution, and in particular that which re- 
gards the manner of address and profession which should be enaployed, 
and how it should be regulated by a respect to the actual state of the 
Christian assembly. Itis, however, palpably evident that it is a mat- 
ter of great importance, that the public intercessor should himself be a 
real suppliant. 
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The error is common, cither to think lightly of the importance of 
other ministerial duties, or to indulge low thoughts of the qualifications 
needful for the proper discharge of them. It were easy to shew tha; 
all the efficiency of the ministry depends much on these subsidiary CXer. 
cises andas easy to shew that the integrity. and firmness wecessary t) 
one class of them, and the kindnes and condescension necessary fy, 
auother, require true Christian principle as their proper and perinanent 
ground, g 

The principle of all goodness is essentially requisite to direct the : 
outward conduct of a minister, and thus promote the effect of his pro- | 
fessional labors. Disposition and conduct are of special importance jy 
in this calling, and the only security for them must be found in the fear | 
ot God. ( 

The different measures of success which the minister may obtain, 
also sliew the value of inward principle. If his success and reputation 
are great, he needs the grace of God to keep him humble; if his sue- | 
cess is small, he requires to be furnished for the difficult duty of being 
contented and mecting his duties in the circumstances which are alloted 





to him. , 4 
There is a consideration, perhaps the most exciting of any we have 7 
yet alluded to, that the ministerial office and its duties have a peculiarly 7 | 
hardening influence on the natural heart of man. In every instance, s 
privileges and professions, if not met by principles and feelings corres. € 
ponding to them, are depraving and stupifying to the mind. ‘The min- a 
ister istmore than any exposed to this influence, and more than any 
man in danger of resisting the trath and quenching the Spirit. Some 7 | 


have said that while the sin against the Holy Ghost is far more con- 
mou than is generally believed, that of all the orders of men, the min: 
isters of the word are in the greatest danger of falling into it. The 
fearful descriptions in Jude and 2 Peter refer to those in office in the | 
church. ' 

There is another general view of our subject which shews its rela- 
tion to the best interests of men. We cannot say that the Christian 
minister will be always successful, nor that the graceless servant shal 
be always unsuccessful, but the ground of probable success is mor 
connected with the piety of the preacher than with any thing else iy 77 
qualifications which belong to the office. He that saves himself is the 7 
most likely to save them that hear him. f 

We night in conclusion refer to the happy influence of a genuin % 
change on the minister. His gospel—all his labors, and all the fruits 0’ 
them exhibit a most salutary improvement. The wilderness and th 
desert bud and blossom as the rose. 

We cannot take leave of our subject without adverting to the lesso: 
it inculeates respecting induction to the sacred office ; it has a voice | j 
those who may have to advise the student, to those who may have | 1 
invest him with the ministry, and to those whose votes select him fori t 
pastoral care over themselves. It calls those in the office to frequeii 
self examination. It invites the Christian minister to covet earnest) 7 s 
the best gifts, and to study advancement in all the spiritual attainment’ > ¢ 
by which the energy of his office is promoted.—Presbyterian Mage —_—- 
zine, a 
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Ant. VI. Act of the Associate Synod in Scotland concerning the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of Peansylvania, 


Mr. Eprror— 
In vour 6th No. of the present Volume of the Religious Monitor, you 


have stated that the Associate Ke formed Synod of New-York, at the 
late meeting of that Judicatory in the city of New-Y¥ ork, tendered an 
invitation to the Rev. Andrew Stark of that city, to take a seat with 
them as a corresponding member—Mr. Stark being under an act of 
suspension by the Associate Synod from the communion of the chure hh, 
and from the exercise of all the functions of the ministerial office, for cer- 
tain immoralities of conduct, which, even the most lax society professing 
christianity, would consider unusually gross in a professed minister of 
the wospel. You have expressed great surprize at the conduct of that 
reverend body in this particular, And | presume that a parallel to it 
could be found in no other religious society ; nor even in civil or litera- 
ry institutions  Youask for an explanation, [do not pretend to fur- 
nish one. But LT have in my possession an authentic and regularly at- 
lested copy of an act of the General Associate Svnod of Scotland, which 
may throw some light on the subject—by showing that the present step 
js in accordance with the early practice of that body. And that indeed 
sone of the original component members of that body were notin cir- 
cumstances very dissimilar to those of Mr. Stark. This docume ut con- 
tains the record of important historical facts, and is worthy of being 
preserved in a more permanent and accessible form than that in which 
it at present exists ja this country. It may be of use m throwing light 
upon the ecc lesastical history of ‘the countr y, long after all the presert 
generation have been numbered with the dead. 1 seud you a faithful 
copy hoping vou will give it a place in the Monitor. It is presumed 
th: al our brethren of the Associate Reformed, neither wish nor intend 
that their acts or their history should be kept secret. ‘They cannot, 
therefore, reasonably think, and it is hoped they will not consider the 
publication of this document invidious. J. P. M. 


The above-mentioned act is as follows: 


At Edinburgh; the thirty-first day of August, one thousand seven hun 
dred and eighty-five years. 

The Associate Sy nod took into consideration, an Address to them by 
the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania,—dated at Philadelphia on 
the 30th of October, 1784; which was laid before this Synod in April 
last, but upon which they could not then overtake any procedure ;—as 
also an Address to them by the same Presbytery, dated at Pequea, on 
the 14th of April last, now laid before this Synod :—in both which 
Addresses they represent the great difficulties and discouragements 
through which they had been essaving to maintain the testimony among 
their hands in connection with and subordination to this Synod; par- 
ticularly from the vehement opposition managed against them by their 
separating brethren, and the activity with which some of these were 
endes woring to get them crushed altogether, and their people ensnared ; 
—re}Tese nting also, that they had publishe da Narrative, Declar: ution 
and Testimony .—tor adapting the Reformation Testimony among the 
hands of this Synod, to the present state of matters in North America ; 
and craving to have the judgment of this Synod concerning the si me, 
—for strengthenug their hands in so far as they may be found to have 
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done well, and for correcting them in so far as they mav be found 
any mistake: And in the lastof which Addresses they crave to have 
minister or ministers sent over for their assistance ; as the applications 
to them for sermon, are more than the Vv Can We ‘ll answer, 

The Synod after serious deliberi ation upon this subject, with prayer 
for the Lord's countenance and direction —did and hereby do mos 
unanimously agree in expressing great satisfaction, and in holding j it for 
matter of great thankfulness to the Lord; that their brethren of the said 
Presbytery have been enabled to proceed with much honesty, faithful 
ness and zeal according to their ordination vows and solemn covenant. 
engagements,—-in maintaining the Lord's cause among their hands, 
against the cause of their separating brethren. 

More particularly,—-whereas the generality of the ministers who ori- 
ginally belonged to the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, having 
heen sent over to North America at different times by this Synod. viz: 
Messrs. James Proudfoot, Matthew Henderson, John Mason, Robert 
Annan, John Smith, and William Logan.—have thrown off their former 
connection with and subordination to this Synod, so as to be no longer 
a part of the same witnessing body with them; as they have formed 
themselves into 2 new state of union and church-communion with seve- 
ral ministers of a prete ‘nded Reformed Presbs tery in Pe ‘nnsylvania, be- 
longing to the anti-government party in Scotland ; also with Mr. John 
Rover, who had been sent over by this Synod, but had been afterwards 
deposed and laid under the sentence of the lesser excommanication by 
he Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania for errors taught and main- 
tained by him ; and likewise with two ministers belonging to the Sy- 
nod of the separating brethren in Scotland, one of whom is lying under 
the sentence of the higher excommunication by this Synod ;—and have 
embodied themselves with all these ministers, in a new constitution of 
three Psesbyteries, under what they call the Associate Reformed Sy- 
nod; upon terms so loose and general as to consist with the former 
different principles and profe sssions of these mimisters,—while subversive 
of the Reformation ‘Testimony among the hands of this Synod, and cast- 
ing the door open for the grossest latitudinari: nism; Therefore this Sy- 
nod did and hereby do declare, that they disclaim all connection with 
and acknowledgment of the new constitution, and the party so consti- 
tuted; and that they hold all the ministers above particularly named, 
in respect of their said new union and constitution, to be in a state of 
apostacy from the said Reformation ‘Testimony. and their witnessing 
protession,—under a gross and manifest breach of their ordination vows, 
aud solemn covenant engagements for maintaining the same. 

And whereas, at a meeting of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylva- 
nia, in June, 1782, when the aforesaid union was voted ; Messrs. William 
M: irshall. and James Clarkson, ministers and members of the said Pres- 
bytery ; with James Thomson, from Pequea, Robert Hunter, from Phila- 
delp hin. and Alexander Muir, from Muddy-Creek, ruling elders and 


conmnissioners from their respective Sessions, to the said mecting of 


Presbytery ; did protest against closing the said union, and appealed to 
this Synod ;—and whereas, upon a refusal to let the said protest and ~p- 
peal have a place in the minutes of that meeting, these ministers and 
elders did protest against said refusal; and that the constitution and 
powers of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania were rightfully 
vested in them, as being now the only members adhering to the origi- 
ual constitution and covenanted principles thereof;—upon which they 
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immediately withdrew, and constituted themselves as the Associate 
Presbytery of Pennsylvania accordingly; Therefore this Synod did 
and hereby do ac knowledge and assert —that the said ministers and 
elders did well in taking the said step; as all the other members then 
had, by their voting the said union, cast themselves out of that Pre sby- 
tery, or given up with any further existence in it, according to the ori- 
ginal constitution and cov enanted prince iples thereof, in connection with 
and subordination to this Synod. Wherefore this Synod did and here- 
by do assert, recognise and justify the constitution of the Associate 
Presby tery of Pennsylvania,—as claimed by the said protesting minis- 
ters and elders: And they acknowledge the said Mr. William Marshall 
and Mr. James Clarkson, with Mr. Thomas Beveridge, lately sent over 
by this Synod to take part with them in the Lord’s work, together with 
the elders from their respective Sessions,—as making up the only law- 
ful and rightly constituted Presbytery of Pennsylvania; in connection 
with and subordination to this Synod, and a part of tie same witness- 
ing body with them. 

And though this Synod, at their meeting in Sept. 1783, did appoint 
a committee ‘of their number to prepare a draft of an Address by this 
Synod, to all the ministers and people in North America, formerly and 
pl resently in connection with them, on both sides of the present breach, 
which draught has been prepared a good time ago, extending to a con- 
siderable length; yet the Synod find it impracticable for them, amidst 
i multiplicity of their other business, to gain time for a public read- 

iz and discussing and judging of the same; while also it might not be 
suitable to the confirmed state of the breach. Wherefore the Synod 
expect,—that their brethren of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsyl- 
vania will now satisfy themselves on that head, with the countenance 
and encouragement given to them by this present act. 

And with regard to the Narrative, Declaration and Testimony, which 
has been published by that Presbytery; though some ministers of this 
Synod whu have perused the same, do express great satisfaction with 
it, in the general state and tenor thereof; as what may be of singular 
use for supporting the truths of the gospel and reformation cause, 
against the errors and corruptions prevailing in that part of the world: 
vet as very few copies of that publication have come to this country, 
so that the generality of the members of this Synod have not had access 
to see it; the Synod can therefore form no judgment at present con- 
cerning it. But they expect,—that their brethren of said Presbytery 
will likewise satisfy themselves on that head, with the countenance and 
encouragement given to them by this present act; being all that the 
Synod find competent to them upon this subject. 

Moreover, as the Synod reckon it their indispensable duty—and have 
it for matter of hearty concern,—to strengthen the hands and encour- 
age the hearts of their brethren in the Associate Presbytery of Penn- 
sylvania, concerning the management of the Lord’s work among their 
hands; so they unanimously resolve to exert themselves, ac cording to 
their capacity, in doing so: particularly, by such further mission “for 
the assistance of these brethren as they can judge proper; and so soon 
as they can find it practicable. 

And finally, the Synod do hereby express great satisfaction with the 
honesty and "steadfastness of the people in that part of the world, who 
are continuing in adherence to our witnessing profession, under the in- 
spection of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania: And they ear- 
Vor. XIII. 32 
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nestly obtest all the ministers and people of their former concern in 
North Amerca, to return to their duty in connection with that Presby- 
tery, for maintaining the Reformation cause in subordination to this 
Svnod. 

; Extracted by JAMES MORISON, 


Syn. Clk. 





Art. VII. Glasgow Emancipation Society. 


On Monday night, August Ist, a public meeting of the members and 
friends of the Glasgow Emancipation Society was held in the Rev. Dr. 
Heugh’s Chapel, for the purpose of expressing the sentiments of the so- 
ciety in reference to the recent discussion on American Slavery, be- 
tween the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge and Mr. George Thompson. Short- 
ly after 7 o'clock, the place of meeting was filled with a numerous and 
highly respectable audience. 

On the motion of the Rev. Mr. M’Tear, Robert Graham, Esq. of 
Whitehall, was called to the chair by acclamation. He briefly stated 
the object of the meeting. 

The Rev. Dr. Warpiaw rose, and referring to the meeting being held 
on the ist of August, as the anniversary of Slave Emancipation in the 
British Colonies, delivered a long and eloquent speech, from which, and 
other speeches, we can only extract as follows: 

I bless God, Mr. Chairman, for the degree in which our cause has 
triumphed. But, while we do not forget our obligations to Divine Pro- 
vidence, neither must we overlook the human instruments employed by 
that providence in the attainment of the end. And this evening we 
have to express our obligations to one of these. It has been by the 
combined, earnest, persevering voice of public opinion reiterating in the 
ears of our government—not on the ground of mere political expedien- 
cy, but on the higher and more sacred ground of moral and Christian 
principle—the demand for the breaking of the yoke of the oppressed, 
and the raising of the ens!aved and degraded to the dignity of men, and 
to the rights and the privileges of freemen, that our cause has triumph- 
ed. We owe nota little, then to those friends of that cause, who have 
contributed to enlighten and enliven the public mind—to give it a 
just impression of wrong, and a clear perception of right—to rouse its 
indignation against the one—and to fix its benevolence in the resolute 
determination to effect the other. And amongst those to whom, on this 
ground, obligation ought to be felt and expressed by us, the subject of 
the resolution | am about to propose to you holds no inferior place. He 
exerted a power over the public mind at no ordinary amount. He 
brought up the cause in our own city, when it had long languished for 
want of adequate stimulation. He put new life into it; and he kept 
that life in vigor ull the conquest was achieved. We shall not soon for- 
get the triumphant result of his controversy, maintained in this city, 
hand to hand, foot to foot, with the Phalanx of the Colonial interest— 
headed at that time by their own chosen champion—but a champion 
whom, for their own sakes, I forbear to name—as I believe they are all 
as much ashamed of him as we could wish them to be. With the abili- 
ty, the zeal, the eloquence, the energy, the steadfastness of principle, 
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the exhausting and indefatigable perseverance of our champion, we 
were more than satisfied. We expressed our satisfaction ; and we ex- 
pressed it not In words merely but practically. The most decided and 
flattering proof that can be given of satisfaction with an agent whom 
we have employed in one work, is to set him to another. We did so. 
He had done his duty so nobly in the home department of the great 
cause he had at heart, that, when he had achieved our object in the dis- 
enthralment of the slaves in our dependencies, and we looked abroad 
upon the world for other fields of philanthropic effort, we naturally and 
unanimously turned our eyes to him, believing that he who had done so 
well at home, would do equally well abroad. 

Sir, when we began with our own colonies, we never meant to stop 
there. That was not the limit of our desires, or of our determinations. 
Our field was the world. Our object was universal freedom ; the break- 
ing of every yoke—the deliverance of the oppressed in “every kine 
dred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” And in contemplating this 
comprehensive object, whither was it to be expected we should first 
look? Whither bat to Americat There, there existed the greatest 
amount of the accursed evil whose extermination we desired ; and in that 
country, both as Britons and as Christians, we could not but feel a special 
interest. This was not unwarrantable interference. It is always war- 
rantable—it is more, it is morally incumbent—for fellow-men, if they 
have opportunity, to expostulate with fellow men—for fellow-Chris- 
tians to expostulate with fellow-Christians—when they sce evils 
existing, of which all the principles of justice, humanity, and reli- 
gion, demand an extirpation. There are no considerations of interna- 
tional delicacy and etiquette that can justify connivance at sin on the 
part of those who have aught whatever in their power to accomplish 
its removal. If we fail to bring this power, whatever it may be, into 
operation, we become socit criminis, partners in the guilt. On this prin- 
ciple, if our American brethren saw any thing in us, which they thought, 
and justly thought, was an evil of sufficient magnitude to induce their 
kind offices for its suppression, we ought to feel obliged by their using 
their endeavors to stir us up to a due consideration of it, and to practi- 
cal efforts for its removal. On the ground then, the broad ground of 
universal philanthropy, which allows no man to say, * Am I my bro- 
ther’s keeper?” we look to America. On the ground of the ‘Trans- 
Atlantic States owing their origin to Britain, and being kindred blood 
with ourselves, we looked to America. On the ground of their having 
derived their very slavery from us, and having had it fostered by our 
example, we looked to America. And when thus, in common with our 
brethren in the Northern and Southern Metropolis, we looked to Ameri- 
ca, and resolved ona mission of benevolence to that land, all eyes simul- 
taneously looked to Geo. Thompson, as the man of all others most 
eminently fitted for the charge of the important and difficult trust. We 
sent him to America. We sent him, however, be it remembered, in 
accordance with invitations received by himself from associated friends 
in the same cause on that side of the Atlantic. Not that such invita- 
tion was necessary to justify his mission. It was nut. He might have 
gone from us without any intimation of thetr wishes. We donot wait 
till the heathen send to us for missionaries. We send them uninvited. 
On the same principle might we have sent our Anti-Slavery missionary. 
But it was better, and it was providential, that, while we were resolv- 
ing to send, they asked him to comme. He went. He went with the 
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best wishes of the benevolent, and the fervent prayers of the pious. He 
remained in the faithful, laborious, and perilous execution’ of the com- 
mission entrusted to him, as long as it could be done without the actual] 
sacrifice of life—till it would have been the insanity of hardihood to 
have persisted longer. He returned. We hailed his arrival. We 
privately and publicly testified our approbation of the course he had pur- 
sued, ‘The present question is—are we now prepared to retract that 
approbation’? Has the ordeal through which our friend and commis- 
sioned agent has recently passed, altered our minds, and disposed us to 
substitute for it a sentence of condemnation? Are we now ready to 
cashier him—to censure him—to send him to Coventry—to deprive him 
of his commission, and declare him disqualified for ever holding another, 
unworthy of all future service? I express my own judgment in the 
shortest of all monysyllables. Isay, No; and the resolution which I hold 
in my hand, calls upon youtosay No. I consider the recent controversy 
as having yielded only fresh ground for confidence ; as having fully 
proved that the challenge he had issued was no empty bravado—but it 
was founded in conscious sincerity, in the fullest conviction of rectitude 
of principle—of truth, of facts, of force of argument, and of a fair pros- 
pect, not of mere victory, but of benefit to his cause. I sbrink not from 
saying of him thus publicly, what I have said more privately in the 
committee, that [ consider him, in this as in former controversies, as 
having borne himself in every respect, creditably to his character and 
to his cause; to have established, to the full, his previous statements ; 
to have successfully vindicated his Trans-Atlantic proceedings ; to have 
justified the condemnation of the American Colonization schemes; and 
to have fairly fastened the guilt of slatery on the Government and peo- 
ple of the United States; that I consider him, in a word, as having 
come out of this seven-times-heated furnace unscathed—withouta “hair 
of his head singed, or the smell of fire having passed upon him.” If 
this meeting are of one mind with me, they will accept the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That in the deliberate judgement of this meeting, the wish announced by 


Mr. George Thompson to meet publicly any antagonist, especially any minister of 


the Gospel from the United States, on the subject of American Slavery, or on any 
branches of that subject, was dictated by a well-founded conscientiousness of the in- 
tegrity of his purpose, and assurance of the correctness of his facts ; and that the re- 
cent discussion in this city, between him and the Rey. R. J. Breckinridge, of Balti- 
more, has lett, not merely unshaken, but confirmed and augmented, their confidence 
in the rectitude of his principles, the purity of his motives, the propriety of his mea- 
sures, tue fidelity of his statements, and the straightforward honesty and undaunted 
intrepidity of his zeal. 

It is far from being my intention, Mr. Chairman, to go through the 
controversy, and to comment on its various branches. Far less do I 
mean to give utterance to a single word disrespectful, unfriendly, or un- 
kind, towards the reverend gentleman, who stood forward as his opponent. 
I give that gentleman all credit for sincerity, although I think him mis- 
taken. I give himcredit, for personal and ministeral character and res- 
pectability ; and while I cannot but condemn the contumelious and sar- 
castic bitterness of some of his personalities, and whilst [ conceive him 
to have failed in argument on every point that was worth contending 
for, yet I give him credit too for talent, and taét, and shrewdtiéss, and 
great general information and ability. His failure was owing, not to a- 
ny deficiency in these and other qualifications, but to the intrinsic bad- 
ness of his cause. Let me add, that I give him credit too for his 
spirit of patriotism, by which he was induced to offer himself to the vin- 
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dication of hiscountry. I can only say, and I say it, because I conceive 
him to possess mental qualities, and a weight of influence, such as, ina 
cood cause, might fit him for eminent usefulness—O that that patriotism 
mete guided by other principles! that, under the conviction that “ right- 
eousness exalteth a nation, and that sin is the reproach of any people,” 
and that every moment of the wilful continuance of sin is a moment of 
guilt and danger, he would throw the weight of his influence into the 
right scale, and make them te:l on the true welfare of America, by ma- 
king them tell on the immediate annihilation of the evil, or rather of the 
frichtful combination of evils, in the oppression of. enslaved millions— 
the instant removal of the accursed thing from the midst of the camp. 
This would be patriotism. I shall live in the hope that Mr. Breckin- 
ridge may yet see and feel it to be so; and that like another Dr. Cox, 
he may carry with him, from this country the full spirit of liberty, and 
set himself, on his return, to rescue his country from the reproach of all 
nations for her flagrant inconsistency, and from the gathering vengeance 
of offended heaven against practised and tolerated oppression. 

The question before us now is whether he made out a good case 
against Mr. Thompson ?——and to this question | again answer—for you, 
I hope, as well as for myself—No. I think he made out no case against 
him, either as to the great general principles of his cause, or as to any 
of the more important details or departments of the discussion. He 
attempted to show that the slavery of America was not chargeable 
on America as anaticn. I, for one, was amazed at the attempt; tri- 
umphantly as I conceived Mr. Thompson to establish the charge he had 
brought, there did not seem to me any need for new grounds of proof. 
Why should Mr. B. tell us about the limited powers of Congress, and 
the restraints of delicacy and of honor under which even these limited 
powers are laid? Why tellus of the distinct legislatures, as to this and 
other matters, of the various States of the national confederacy; and 
of their incompetency to interfere with each other, or of the general 
Government to interfere with any of them? Why tell us of the pecu- 
liarities in the legislative enactments of the different States, and the dif- 


ficulties thence arising? What is all this, and much more, to the purs 


pose’ What is all this but an admission, that on this particular point, 
whatever it may be in others, the federal constitution of the United 
States is radically and essentially bad? 1 must be allowed to apply 
this designation to any constitution that contains not within itself the 
power of grappling with and putting down great and flagrant iniquities, 
To vindicate the continuance, for one day, of the slavery and oppres- 
sion of two millions and a half of immortal fellow creatures, in a coun- 
try, too, boasting of its unrivalled freedom, on the ground that the 
constitution of the Government of that country is such as not to admit 
of its being interfered with, my wonder is, that any man could stand 
forward and tell us this, and not “blush and hang his head”’ to own him- 
selfan American. What are national sins, if those are not such which 
arise from the very constitution of a nation’s Government! For what 
is a nation answerable, if not for its constitution? And if that constitu- 
tion is defective and wrong, where, if not with the nation, lies the sin 
of its not being mended—of the deficiency not being supplied—of the 
wrong not being rectified? If the constitution of America is confes- 
sedly such that it cannot authoritatively put forth its powers for the 
abolition of iniquities, and cruelties, and abominations, so flagrant and 
atrocious as are comprised in a system of slavery so woefully extensive 
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—let America—the country, the nation, the people of America—rulers 
and ruled, if republicans will admit the distinction—let America bear 
the disgrace and bear the guilt. 

The proceedings of the Abolitionists in America were assailed in the 
course of the discussion, in no measured terms of severity. It is need. 
less to say that, whether justly or unjustly assailed, it is not Mr. Thomp. 
son alone that is answerable for them. He followed out principles 
sanctioned at home. He followed out instructions received from home. 
I am uot aware of any point in which he went beyond the terms of his 
commission. I speak, of course, of the great general features of his 
procedure. And in these, and in the minuter details, moreover, he acted 
in alliance with societies there, holding the same principles with our- 
selves. If there has been blame, then, we and they must share it with 
him. So far as I have yet seen, I have no objections. The question 
now is—have you ! 

To me it appears, that the question respecting the propriety or the 
impropriety of the measures of the Abolitionists will be found to re- 
solve itself very much into another—into a question of principle. The 
principle to which I refer, is the principle of our association—the prin- 
ciple (to use a convenient term which has been coined for it) of imme- 
diatism. If the principle of gradual abolition be the right principle, 
then the measures were undoubtedly wrong—as far as possible wrong. 
But if we are right in our principle of immediate abolition, I see not 
how Mr. 'T. and his associates on the other side of the water could 
well have acted otherwise than they have done. This seems to me the 
turning point; and of this Mr. 'T.’s opponent appeared to be sensible, 
when he urged so repeatedly the unreasonabieness—the infatuation, as 
he plainly thought it—of insisting upon the change being made instant- 
ly, independently of all regard to consequences. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
] was once a gradualist. It was in the earlier stages of our own con- 
troversy. I will not trouble you with the reasons which then satisfied 
my conscience. They do not satisfy it now. I now hold, and blush 
not to avow—notwithstanding Mr. B.’s evident astonishment that it 
should be held and avowed by any reasonable man—the principle of 
doing, aud doing immediately, whatever the law of God, in spirit and 
in precept, demands, without regard to consequences. ‘The most un- 
reasonable of all principles, in my apprehension, is that which sanctions 
continuance in sin, and waits in anticipation of a distant day, and a posi- 
tion of circumstances, in which it will become right to relinquish it— 
right to cease from evil! My principle is simply this—abandon sin, do 
duty, and leave results with God. ‘There are no imaginable circum- 
stances in which it can be right er necessary to break the law of God, 
in order to avoid evil. Duty is ours; consequences his. It is a matter 
of priaciple ; and when we have ascertained a principle to be right, itis 
not requisite that we should also ascertain before we venture to act 
upon it, whether it may be acted upon with safety. We, however, 
have found, in our experience, that itmay. God has taught us this les- 
son; may our trans-Atlantic friends learn it, and act uponit! And if 
with them the evil has been sanctioned by the constitution of their coun- 
try, and on this ground, compensation, to whatever amount, should be 
deemed equitable—Mr. B. boasted of their freedom from taxation (con- 
sistently or inconsistently with himself is not the present question, ) and 
somewhat exultingly contrasted, in this respect, America with Britain 
— if heavily-taxed Britain, then, amidst all her burdens, could part with 
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her twenty millions for the attainment of her benevolent end, how much 
may not be spared for the same purpose by untaxed America !—here let 
them emulate us, if they will. 1, for one, shall be well pleased if they 
fullow us in ev erything but the ill- omened apprenticeship. I hope our 
experience will be a warning to them against this; and teach them to 
go right through with the business at once. I hold not only emancipa- 
tion, but immediate emaucipation, as a point of clear natural right; of 
right, [ mean, to the slave. Experience in many instances—and even 
on the large scale of our own colonial transactions—has taught that the 
apprehensions entertained on this subject have had little or no hip 
foundation. Every one must have been struck with the identi ty of the 
whole strain or argument in the recent discussion, about the nec essity 
of training and preparation ; of endeavoring to satisfy owners and 
masters of their interest and their duty; of precautions to be taken; of 
instructions to be communicated ; of habits to be formed ; and of m: uny 
other things to be done, before it could be safe, and consequently be- 
fore it could be 1 ight, to emancipate. We were used to this. We had 
had it to satiety, to nausea; and we should have had it Mr. Chairman, 
to this hour, and for vears and generations to come, had we not taken, 
firmly and de terminedly, the ground of immediate, entire, and uncon- 
ditional emancipation. We did this. We gained our point. And 
where are the anticipated horrors? And our ground has not changed. 
It is a matter of principle and of right still; and, therefore, we are im- 
mediatists in America, as we were in the West Indies. Mr. Thomp- 
son’s mission has been called a failure. ‘Those who think there is no 
success unless the end be fully attained at once, may call it soif they will ; 
but the formation of 600 abolition societies, comprising, I believe, more 
than 30,000 members ; the extensive infusion of the spirit of abolition 
into the bosoms of so many influential ministers and laymen, and of the 
rising youth of the colleges and seminaries of instruction, as well as in- 
to so considerable a number of the public journals—these, and other 
things speak a different language—tell a dillerent tale. But I cannot 
enlarge here, without taking up ground that belongs to another, by 
whom it will be occupied with more efficiency. 

There is but one otner point, Mr. Chairman, to which I wish to ad- 
vert. Mr. Thompson had given us. before the late discussion, very af- 
fecting, humbling, shocking details, in proof that in America, slavery 
was, to a sad extent, the sin of the church. Now, sir, if there was any 
one point on which, more than on the rest, Mr. 'T. was successful in es- 


tablishing his statements, and clearing himself from every imputation of 


injustice, unfairness, and exaggeration, this was that point. The do- 
cumentary evidence adduced on the last night of the controversy, con- 
tained disclosures which gave an appalling ‘triumph. I could not but be 
pleased to see our friend so successfully vindicate his integrity ; but oh, 
the satisfaction was fearfully darkened by the nature of the facts! To 
vindicate the ministers and churches of America, was avowed as oue 
of Mr. B.’s principal objects. In no point did he more signally fail, 
The defence was feeble, inefficient and fruitless. The facts against 
him were overwhelming. 

And here, sir, let me say, there rests an obligation, most imperative 
and solemn, upon the christians and christian churches of our own 
country. The duty is, to hasten their remonstrances to their erring 
brethren on the other side of the Atlantic; to rouse them toa proper 
sense of their sin, and of what the law of God and the Gospel of Christ 
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alike demand of them. Mr. B. has said, that if this subject is much 
meddled with, and especially, if such measures are persisted in, as those 
hitherto pursued, there must be a breaking of the fellowship of Ameri. 
can and British Christians. Sir, I prize that fellowship highly; I prize 
it individually ; I prize it collectively. But if it isa fellowship Which 
requires to be maintained by connivance at iniquity and oppression— 
if it isnot to be enjoyed without our entering into a compact to be si. 
lent or to be inactive on topics respecting which we feel it-our incum. 
bent and indispensable duty to “lift up our voice like a trumpet,” and 
show our brethren their sin—then | say, with whatever reluctance and 
whatever pain, let the fellowship cease ! Ihave no conception of that 
sweet and delightful communion, of which the terms are, silence, and 
compromise, and gentle dealing with crying abominations. I have no 
relish for a harmony which a word uttered in behalf of oppressed and 
degraded suffering millions, would convert into discord, alienation, and 
anarchy. I desire to have no ear for that music, which would be turn- 
ed to jarring and harshness, if a single chord were touched of sy mpathy 
with the unpitied bondman! By maintaining fellowship in such cir. 
cumstances, and on such terms, we do double wrong. We not only 
“suffer sin” in our brethren; we directly encourage it. Let us rather, 
by faithful remonstrance, “deliver our own souls,’”—wash our hands 
clean. If we retain fellowship without such remonstance, we contri- 
bute in the very strongest way in our power to confirm every light im- 
pression of the evil; by renouncing it, we give declaration—strong, | 
admit; but not too strong—of our own impression of that evil: and 
such renunciation, directed by such a principle, may be the very means 
of rousing from the lethargy we are solicitous to disturb, and of giving 
the impulse we are desirous to impart. 

I must have done. The resolution I have submitted to you expresses 
the decided conviction of my own mind. As to the sneers at our agent’s 
not going immediately to the Southern States, it would be foolish to 
reply to them; as foolish as it would have been for him to have gone. 
I shall say no more than that such an act of insanity would have shown 
that we had been mistaken in our man ; for, by proving him destitute of 
common sense, it would have proved him undeserving of our confidence 
and commission. We no more thought of charging him to go on his 
arrival in America directly to the Southern States, the seats of Trans- 
Atlantic slavery, than, in the case of our own colonial slavery, we 
thought of sending him with a commission to the planters and assembly 
of Jamaica, or to make an emancipation tour through the West India 
Islands. The one would not have been less absurd and hopeless than the 
other. 

I] conclude by saying that, in consequence of the recent discussion, 
George Thompson, instead of having sunk, has risen in my estimation, 
both as to personal character and as to official ability and trust-worthi- 
ness ; and never stood higher in my regard than he does at the present 
moment. The resolution will be seconded, and you will then have it 
in your power to express your concurrence with this estimate, or your 
dissent from it. 

The Rev. Dr. was frequently and enthusiastically cheered during 
the delivery of his address, and sat down amid repeated rounds of ap- 
plause. 

The Rev. Dr. Kinston seconded the resolution. He was not fond 
of addressing such meetings as the present, for various reasons ; but on 
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this occasion he no sooner knew by whom he was to be preceded than 
he felt quite relieved. He had anticipated exactly what had occurred 
—namely, that the subject of -the resolution would be so amply discus- 
sed as to leave nothing for him to add. He would therefore not occupy 
their time by entering at all upon the subject, lest the impresssion which 
had been already made, should be enfeebled by what he might advance. 
He would only give expression to one idea. The effect which had been 
produced by Mr. Thompson’s lectures onslavery in this country, afford- 
ed a practical illustration of the wisdom of the Head ot the Church, in 
appointing preaching as the great means of propagating the gospel. 
More had been done by Mr. Thompson’s lectures than could have 
been effected by all the pamphlets it was possible to circulate. He 
would only add, that Mr. Thompson had risen greatly in his estimation 
in consequence of the discussion which had taken place a few weeks 
ago. He was particularly delighted with the last night’s proceedings, 
It had been held out that, as a witness, Mr. Thompson was unworthy of 
credit relative to the working of the slave system in America, but on 
that night he completely proved all that he had formerly advanced, and 
that too on documentary evidence, furnished by Americans themselves. 

Cheers. ) 

The resolution having been carried by acclamation, Dr. K. again 
came forward. He said that in a case such as the present, he thought 
the better way was for the audience to express their opinion by holding 
up their hands. The vote was then taken in this way, and the meet- 
ing, without a single dissent, acted on the suggestion. 

The Rev. Dr. Heven proposed the following resolutions, and on the 
conclusion of his speech was greatly cheered. 

Resolved, That the Glasgow Emancipation Society, considers itself called upon 
to repeat its unmitigated reprobation of Slavery, as existing in the United States of 
America, and of that prejudice against color, which is at once a result and support 
of the slave system ; a system which glaringly violates a great principle in the Ameri- 
can Constitution, declaring liberty to be the inalienable right of all men; which op- 
poses the spirit and letter of the religion of holy benevolence so extensively pro- 
fessed by the American people; which is productive of an incalculable amount of 
crime and misery, both among the two millions of slaves and those by whom they 
are held in bondage : and which must constantly offend Almighty God, and expose 
that land to the visitations of his displeasure ;—that it also repeats the expression o 
its cordial joy in the rapidity with which the cause ef Immediate Abolition has 
spread, and is now spreading in America; in the peaceful, intrepid, and religiou: 
spirit which, amidst good and bad report, the American Abolitionists have been enablec 
to display ; and in the near prospect of bloodless triumph with which Divine Provi 
dence already animates their efforts—and finally, that it resolves anew, along with it 
many British allies, to remonstrate with the American people in the spirit of fidelit) 
and love, on the claims of the Negro population; to cheer the Abolitionists o 
America onward in their path of benevolence, until Slavery shal] disappear fron 
the American continent, and America and Britain, already united by many powerfu 
ties, shall consistently and indissolubly unite, for the Abolition of Slavery from thi 
face of the earth, and the promotion of the happiness of the whole human family. 

The Rev. Jonn Eapte, of Cambridge-street Secession Chapel, secon 
ded the resolution. 

Dr. Heven read several interesting extracts from letters latel 
received from Messrs. Lewis Tappan, and Wm. Lloyd Garrison. Th 
announcement of the names of these philanthropists was received wit 
enthusiastic cheering. 

The Rev. D. Kine moved the third resolution, which was seconde 
by Mr. Davin M‘Laren. 

Mr. Rosert Kerrze proposed the fourth resolution. 

Vou. XIII. 33 
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Dr. Hevew again rese. At the risk of its being th ought that he spoke 
tuo often, o¢ must lay something betore them, to which he did not know 
well how to allude. It relates to our friend Mr. Thompson. He had 
never becn adequately remuuerated for his services. He had only got 
what barely susiained him and his family. A few friends to the eman- 
cipation cause having taken this into consideration, they resolved to pre- 
senthim, not with a piece of plate, but with a pecuniary testimonial, 
Though only a few had yet subscribed, the sum already amounted to 
between £200 and £300. Their townsman, Dr. Cleland, had been pre 
sented with a testimonial of a substantial description, and though he did 
not wish to depreciate the Doctor’s services, he must say he considered 
that Mr. Thompson had wrought at least as well for such a mark of 
esteem. He would say no more; but if they would be so good as to 
turn it over in their kind hearts, and communicate the result to his 
friend Mr. Lethem, the Treasurer to the testimonial Fund, he trusted 
something would be done to honour Mr. Thompson, which would, in 
fact, be also honoring themselves. 

At the conclusion of the speeches, the venerable Chairman was thanked, 
and rapturous! y applauded by the audience, and the meeting broke up.— 
London Patriot. 


Art. VIII. Religious and Missionary Intelligenee. 


Arrempts at Evancecization in Spain ann InN PortuGaL.— 
These two countries are now in a deplorable situation. Some troops 
seduced by intriguers, have proclaimed at Madrid and at Lisbon, consti- 
tutions, not accordant to the opinions, manners or wants of the south of 
Europe. Civil war desolates the Spanish peninsula, and Don Carlos, 
opposing the excess of liberty by an excess of despotism, has proclaimed, 
if we may believe the journals, the re-establishment of the Inquisition :— 
that bloody and infamous tribunal which was abolished by king Ferdi- 
nand VII. In this struggle of conflicting passions, amidst the shouts of 
executioners and the groans of victims, it is difficult for the Gospel to 
make its voice heard. Can the calls of the God of peace awaken the con- 
science and convert the soul, amidst war, carnage, mourning, desolation 
and ruins?’ However there is a little good along with the mass of evil, 
and some rays of an approaching dawn begin to enlighten the darkness 
which covers the Peninsula. 

It is a fact generally admitted, even by the partizans of Rome, that the 
Spanish and Portuguese clergy have lost a great portion of their influ- 
ence, especially with the middle classes of the nation. The time is gone 
by when the word of a pricst can be enforced as the word of God; and 
when ignorant and tyrannical monks can rule the Peninsula with an iron 
rod. ‘The eyes of the nation begin to be opened. The people have 
torn off the mask of these modern Pharisees. and have discovered 
their shameful hypocrisy; they have uncovered these whited sepulchres, 
and have found within a mass of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
Never, it may be safely said, will Popery recover the ground it has |nst; 
never will Rome exe:t there the absolute dominion she once possessed. 
Possibly Don Carlos may enter Madrid, and may gradually subjugate all 
Spain ; but even should this supposition be realized, the Spanish clergy 
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will never recover its ancient power; for it would be surrounded by 
modern opinions and modern manners. What is. is. Nothing on earth 
can make Spain and Portugal go back to the stupid prejudices of the 
sixteenth century. ‘Thus Rome has irrevocably lost her two strongest 
fortresses, the two retreats in which she pretended to bid defiance to all 
the forces of the haman mind. 

Unhappily the inhabitants of the Peninsula, in leaving one extreme, 
have run into another; if they are no longer superstitious, they have 
become infidel, and whiie refusing to believe everything, imagine they 
ought not to believe anything. This result was almost inevitable; for 
having been instructed in a merely human religion, the religion of the 
priests, when they rejected this false religion, they knew of no other, and 
embraced scepticism. The number of infidels is inmense in the Penin- 
sula, and the responsibility of this sad state of things rests upon the 
Romish clergy, who have shut the door of the kingdom of Heaven 
against a nation that had foolishly confided to them its religious destinies. 

~The friends of the gospel, in France, feel that they have important 
duties to perform in these circumstances, and that God calls them to 
enter into this field of tares. They have had the New-Testament 
printed in the Spanish language, as well as many tracts. The distribu- 
tors of these religious tracts, it is true, meet with many difficulties, and 
the inhabitants are not favorably situated for receiving the gospel of 
peace. Yet the Lord condescends to encourage christians in their 
arduous work, and we can already remark some truit of their labors in 
this new field. An English traveller who has resided for some time at 
Barcelona, writes thus from that city to the Bible Society of Paris : 

“| find things here in a state which makes me think that | run no 
risk in providing myself with copies of the Word of God, and offering 
them to those who will purchase or take them. The same day that I 
received your letter, I sold three dozen copies of the Bible for £6 10s. 
sterling, and I distributed six gratuitously. In the ten days following, 
| found purchasers for 120 copies, and gave away 40. J] cannot tell 
you, however, the difficulties which prevent in Spaiw the introduction of 
a single copy of the Holy Scriptures; but the goodness of God is greater 
than the opposition of men. Indeed I was about to send back to Mar- 
seilles 820 copies of the Bible which | had on board a vessel, owing to 
the impossibility of entering them, when | succeeded, in a lawful way, 
but secretly, in introduciug them at small expense. | have on hand six 
hundred copies, but as I dispose of a number every day, | hope that 
they will soon all be in the hands of inhabitants of this city, where there 
is great spiritual darkness, however distinguished the inhabitants are for 
intelligence and natural talents.” 

The journals of Spain begin to notice the labors of Bible Societies. 
A journal published at Madrid, called L’ Espagnol, lias lately published 
along article on this sudject. which has been copied into a paper in Barce- 
lona. The writer explains the origin, aim, and efforts of Bile Societies, 
and closes thus: 

“Why should Spain, the discoverer and explorer of the new world, 
the discoverer of inoculation for the ravages of a dreadful disease, a na- 
tion which has always been distinguished for her zeal in the cause of 
humanity, continue to be deprived of Bible societivs! Why should a 
nation eminently catholic continue to be isolated from the rest of Eu- 
rope, and take no partiu the magnificent enterprises of the present day? 
We have avowed on several occasions that liberty will never be firmly 
established in our country so long as its advocates degard christian faith 
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as incompatible with it, and do not unite religious with political influence, 
We will now say that the most powerful cause of the culpable enmity 
between the disciples of Christ and the advocates of liberal opinions, is 
that the youth receive, in our primary schools, too little instruction in 
the principles of christianity. But if Bible societies were established 
and multiplied, the gospel would be better understood, and that political 
system would be abandoned which regards the destruction of the chris- 
tian faith as an advance in the progress of society. All would then be 
surprised to see how nearly parties are agreed, and from this harmony 
the constant progress of improvement might be expected.” 

A Spanish gentleman communicating the journal from which the 
above article is taken, to the Evangelical Society, adds what follows: 

“ The publication of this article in the Spanish journals is a remarka- 
ble fact. If the bitter contest which devours unhappy Spain shall ter- 
minate, I have no doubt that the rapid propogation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures will be the consequence, and the blessed influence of evangelical 
truth will take the place of that fanatical delusion which, under the name 
of religion, has caused the most deplorable excesses.” 

A French christian distributed many tracts in 1834 and 1835, on the 
frontiers of Spain. He writes recently : 

‘**All the people press around me to receive tracts, which gives me 
opportunity to preach the gospel on horseback. ‘This is my pulpit. | 
always carry tracts, and yet | regret to be obliged to say continually, 
‘Ihave nomore.’ I gave a New Testament to an officer of the customs 
whom I[ met, and who was well acquainted with the tracts. I asked him 
if his comrades would let me pass the frontier, or if | must get permis- 
sion. ‘Sir.’ he replied, ‘the books you gave me, last year, are careful- 
ly cherished in this country; you have only to say that you are the 
person who distributed them and you may pass anywhere.” 

The intercourse between France and Portugal is not so easy, and the 
duty of evangelizing this portion of the world belongs to English chris- 
tians rather than to us. However, some of our friends of French 
Switzerland are settled in that country and labor there according to 
their means for the advancement of the kingdom ofChrist. I have before 
me a letter containing the following information respecting Portugal : 

“'The chains which bind this enslaved nation to popish despotism are 
broken. The abolition of convents has been not only decreed, but put 
in execution ; a good part of these institutions are transformed into chari- 
table establishments, or schools designed to afford instruction to the 
people. The revenues of Portugal have at last ceased to go to the Vati- 
can. The harvest is great; it is probably not yet ripe; yet the Lord 
begins to prepare the way. We can hardly form an idea of the profound 
ignorance and superstition in which the priests have hitherto held the 
lower classes, and yet it is to the poor that the gospel is to be preached. 
The schools which have been established similar to those in France are 
flourishing. Our friends * * * and ** * take a lively interest in them, 
worthy of the imitation even of christians. They do not complain of 
fatigue or weariness, but are pleased with their work. How much more, 
if they were influenced by love to God and his gospel?’ This is what 
is wanting in all their philanthropic enterprises. Tne other day on 
entering one of the Sunday schools, we met there the empress, (widow 
of Don Pedro) who often visits them. It was apparent, by the atten- 
tion she paid, how much value she attached to this work. Some popu- 
Jar works, and small tracts for children are now in a course of transla- 
tion in Portugal. Application has been already made abroad to obtain 
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Testaments in the Portuguese language. But whether their introduc- 
tion into the country will be allowed, experience has not yet shown. 
Another melioration which has been effected in Lisbon, and is owing to 
the new government, is the abolition of street-begging. 


Foreign beg- 
gars have been sent home. 


It is computed that 6000 came, from 
Galicia alone. A convent has been fitted up to receive those who from 
age and infirmity, are incapable of earning a subsistence, and some oc- 
cupation has been sought for them.” 


These are small beginnings, it is true; but far from despising them, 


we should pray the Lord that he would deign to prepare the minds of 
the people by his Holy Spirit, and we shall soon see the good seed of 


the gospel take root in Portugal. The schools which have been estab- 
lished will diffuse some light, and dissipate more and more the darkness 
of superstition, and if copies of the Holy Bible are then distributed free- 
ly in this country we may hope that christian truth will make rapid 
progress. Oh! what a happy day for the church will that be when the 
south of Europe shall open her eyes to the light of the Sun of righteous- 
ness who brings healing in his rays! I am, &e. 


G. pr F. 
—N. Y. Observer. 


Persia.—It gives us pleasure to publish the following letter, which 
we have recently received from the Rev. Dr. Robertson :— 
New-York, Oct. 29, 1836. 
My dear Brother,—I send you some extracts from a letter received 
by me, a few weeks since, from the Rev. Mr. Perkins, Missionary of 
the American Board at Oormiah, in Persia. They are of a very en- 
couraging nature, and lead to the belief that Providence is indeed open- 
ing the door widely to this very interesting portion of the great mis- 
sionary field. The letter is dated 8th of February, 1836. Mr. Per- 
kins begins with the following remarks in relation to my own mission: 
“We greatly rejoice in the smiles of God upon your interesting mis- 
sion. With your press you hold the main-spring of influence in Greece. 


May you long have the strength to wield and guide so powerful an en- 
gine.” He then continues 





“ A kind Providence has, at length, brought us to the place of our 
destination, for which, as well as for the very cheering auspices under 
which we commence our labors, we feel under unspeakable obligations 
of gratitude to God. The missionary field here is fully ripe for the 
harvest, among the Mahommedans, as well as among the Nestorians. 

“But you may like to haye me enter somewhat into particulars re- 
specting our situation at Oormiah. 


We arrived here on the 20th of last 
November. 


The country is decidedly the finest I ever saw. <A grand 
lake lies within a few miles of us, and the ancient city is sarrounded by 
a plain, the largest and most fertile and highly cultivated that my eye 
has yet surveyed. We have secured a very comfortable residence in 
the most elevated and healthy part of the city. Our houses (my own 
and that of Dr. Grant) are both in one court, large and extremely plea- 
sant and convenient. Connected with them are spacious gardens, studded 
with lofty shade trees, and irrigated by a beautiful stream of water. 
This whole situation, which is most ample, both for Dr. Grant and my- 
self,—a large school room and rooms for a number of Nestorians, who 
reside in our families—we procure for the small sum of $75 per year. 
By a little alteration and repair. we have made our houses about as 
comfortable as the best houses in America. 
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“ But it is in the readiness of the people to receive our labor that we 
find the choicest sources of contentment and encouragement. We have 
a fine school in operation in a large basement room in my house. It 
already numbers about thirty young men and boys; and we have the 
prospect of il being soon filled to overflow ing. Residing in our families 
we have two bishops. three pricsts, (the most learned in the province) 
and two very promising boys. One of these priests teaches our school, 
One of the bishops, the same who spent the last year with me at Ta- 
breez, acts as Dr. Grant's interpreter. The other bishop and the other 
priests are engaged in translations, the preparation of school cards, &c. 
We are obliged to begin with the very elements. Nota blow had been 
struck when we came here. But we feel greatly encouraged by the 
evident desire for schools and the Scriptures. We meet with no oppo- 
sition, but are fully sustained, in all our measures, by those high eccle.- 
siastics who reside with us. 

‘Dr. Grant has a great deal of medical practice. He however shuts 
his door an hour or two per day, to teach a Mahommedan school. As 
we commenced our labors among the Nestorians, the Mahommedans 
also flocked around us clamorous for a school, and we could do no less 
than begin with them too, on a small scale. 

“The political state of Persia is still a little unsettled. I consider, 
however, the circumstances quite as favorable for the introduction of 
Christianity into the country, as would be the case were the govern- 
ment firmly settled.”—Episcopal Recorder. 


France.—An agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society, thus 
Writes : 

“It is truly wonderful to see the great attempts which are making, 
from all sides, to promote the kingdom of God in France. : 

France is, at present, in a state of struggle and inquiry, which must, we 
hope. end in an acknowledgment of the Bible, as the only authority to 
which we can submit. 1 do not mean to say, by this, that all are filled with 
hunger and thirst after the righteousness of God, and that we have nothing 
to do but to satisfy the wants which are heard on every side : alas! we 
are not yet cone so far! ‘There are lying before us in France, im- 
mense fields, where the ground has not yet been tilled, and where the 
seed has consequently not yet been sown. There are thousands and 
handreds of thousands, who have accidently heard speak of a bouk cal- 
led the Bible, but this is all they know of it. 

The hour of rest and repose has not yet struck for the servants of 
the Lord: on the contrary, now is the time when they are required to 
display increased energy and perseverence.” 


Spain anp Portueau.—“Spain and Portugal,” says the annual report 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, “have occupied, during the 
past year, much of the anxious attention of your Committee. They 
have met with two excellent and devoted friends, who, for some time 
past, have been exerting themselves most assiduously to promote the 
objects of the Society in Spain. They have visited the metropolis of 
the country—sought and obtained interviews with several persons of 
influence—and, in the face of the most formidable discouragements, 
have persevered in endeavors to rouse attention to the subject of dis- 
tributing the Holy Scriptures, and though hitherto their zeal has met 
with little else but disappointment, owing to the present unhappy state 
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of the country, your Committee indulge the hope that their self-denying 
labors will prove not to have been in vain. 

Jo the troops Which went from this country to Spain, grants of the 
Scriptures, in English, Spanish, Dutch, German, and Catalan, were 
made, as far as opportanity offered. 

‘There is now no legal impediment to the introduction of the sacred 
volume into Portugal. The difficulties which present themselves there, 
arise chiefly from other causes. Consignments, to the extent of 652 
Bibles, 250 Select Books, and 460 Testaments, have been made to 
Oporto and Lisbon: at each of which places a correspondence has been 
opened, with gentlemen who appear to have the interests of the Nocie- 
ty much at heart. 


Greece.—Unfriendly persons among the Greeks, are taking great 
pains to awaken jealousy of the Protestant missions and opposition to 
them, and not without some present success. In severa! of the Islands, 
there is a no small degree of fanatical superstition, which is condemned 
by the more intelligent and enlightened of the people. 


Broosa.—The state of feeling and the conduct of the Armenians at 
Broosa, towards the mission at that place is strongly in contrast with 
what is experienced at Constantinople. The opposition is owing to the 
influence of the acting bishop of the place. The Greeks partake of the 
unfriendly feeling, the slanderous tracts against American missionaries, 
which have been circulated in Greece, having been extensively circu- 
lated also in Asia Minor.—Wiss. Herald. ; 


Departure oF Misstonaries.—The following reinforcement of 
Missionaries are expected to set forth for their respective fields of labor 
before the close of the present year. 

1. A company for South India, to embark for Madras in the ship Sa- 
racen on Monday, Nov. 2ist. The company consists of six clergy- 
men, one physician, and their wives. They are all to be in Boston, by 
the 15th. 

2. A company for the Sandwich Islands, to embark at Boston on 
Monday, December 5th. The contracts for the passage are made, but 
the ship is not yet engaged. This company consists of four ordained 
missionaries, (one of them a physician) one physician not ordained, ten 
lay teachers, and their wives, and two unmarried female teachers. All 
to be in Bostou by Wednesday, Nov. 20th. 

3. A missionary and lay teacher, with their wives, destined to the 
Nestorians, and a missionary and wife destined to the Greek Island of 
Scio. Passage not vet engaged, but they are expected to embark about 
the middle of December. ; 

4. A missionary and wife, destined to South Africa, and expected to 
embark about the same time. 

5. Two male and two female teachers, destined to the Choctaws 
west of the Mississippi, are expected to take their departure from the 
Ist to the 15th of December; probably from New-York by water, for 
New-Orleans. 

The Rev. David White and wife, and Mr. Benjamin Var Rensselaer 
James, a colored missionary printer, sailed from Baltimore for Cape 
Palmas, in brig, Niobe, on Monday Oct. 30th. An Episcopal mission- 
ary sailed in same vessel. Bos. Rec. 
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Meruovist Statistics.—The entire amount of members in the 
Wesle yan Methodist socie ties throughout the world, and of travelling 
preac hers e mployed in their service, is as follows: 


RS EE re ere Pe ret ee 293,132 
I a ass cg: acini trains Mp ts de tape ak a aw ta . 26,434 
i 2 tote cee ed et a aees 0608 des 61,803 
Se ciihsodtldnsti bberedwks dee sche tend eebasee 16,092 
United States of America.......... ips ae eeeseekns 652,538 


‘Total number throughout the world,............e++++- 1,049,989 
Number of Travelling Preachers. 








I 5. occu eeke eats one ODS d wee 6 EdOme 998 
Dc cks De Rade ohAa Deb eaees CEbE eee CORE ROD 158 
BE i 6 o's: duke ek 040-6. 40N4 an BOM o08 285 
ee ee ee ee 2,758 
NS Sere oss Hbb0h4hGe WAdmonteeswentne «ne 74 

Total number throughout the world,........ e002 eee00. 4,273 


Besides these there is in England and the United States a large body 
of local preachers, men of capacity, piety, and zeal, who perform emi- 
,| nent service to the church. Their number has not yet been precisely 
| Z£ ascertained.—.. Y. Observer. 
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Art. IX. Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Church of 
| Scotland, Muay, 1836. 

From a Scotch paper containing a report of the Proceedings of the 
above judicatory, we learn that much of their time was occupied in de- 
ciding causes connected with the subject of Patronage. That evil 
which was one of the chief causes of the Secession, it seems, still exists 
to the great grief of many godly people in the Church of Scotland. 
The act of Assembly of 1834, called the veto act, has not answered the 
purpose for which it was intended. Thatact gave to the congregation 
desiring a pastor a velo on the presentation made by the patron. °That 
veto, however , Was not absolute ; it only amounted to this, that the con- 
gregation might bring their objections against the presentee, if they had 
any, before the Presbytery ; which court was to decide on their va- 
lidity. And the presentec being a licentiate of the Church of Scotland 
and in good standing, it is easy to see that there must be a difficulty in 
the way of sustaining the objections which a congregation would be 
likely to bring forward. Hence the veto has been of little service to re- 
claiming congregations—it can afford such but little relief. From the 
complexion of the debates on this subject, it appears evident that it 
will be some time yet before that body will establish the right of ‘ popu- 
lar election,” or allow the people to elect their own pastors. Ona point 
H which embraced the principle of popular election the vote stood 90 to 
( 190. The subject, however, of popular election is exciting considera- 
ble interest at present, is gaining ground, and must ultimately triumph. 
/ Had we room we should be pleased to lay before our readers some of 

the debates which related to this matter; but we must content ourselves 
13 at present with publishing the Assembly’s proceedings in relation to the 
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Old Light Burghers, the Synod of Ulster, and Presbyterian churches in 
England.—Ep. Rev. Mon. 

: “UNION WITH SECEDERS, [OLD LIGHT BURGHERS. ] 

« Dr. P. Macrar.an reported from the committee on this subject, 
that they had met with a committee of the Seceders, and after confer- 
ring on a variety of topics, they were happy to find that for the most 
part the two bodies were agreed on all points of doctrine and discipline. 
There were two points, however, on which farther information was de- 
siderated by the committee—the one was, the obligation of covenants, 
and the other, the law of patronage. The report, therefore, recom- 
mended that the committee should be re-appointed to obtain farther and 
more definite information on these points, and report to the next Assem- 
bly, with a view to enter into a union on terms equally honorable to 
both parties. 

Dr. P. Macrarvan stated in explanation, that on many points, and 
those of essential importance, the committee of the Seceders, apd them- 
selves, Were unanimous in opinion. The course of education required 
by the Synod, and the trials prescribed for students and ministers, were 
of the most satisfactory description. With regard to the points on 
which farther information was desired, he might state that the first, re- 
specting the obligation of covenants, was fully stated in their letter to the 
Assembly last year, and with regard to the second, from personal con- 
versation with several individuals of that body, he could say that in 
uniting with the Church, they would never think of refusing to submit 
to the laws of the Church and State on that matter, as long as they ex- 
isted, reserving to themselves the right of expressing their opinion fully 
and freely upon the subject. 

Dr. Coox begged to state, that by consenting to this report he was 
not to be held as pledged to any of the measures which had been detail- 
ed. 

Dr. THomson then moved that the committee be appointed, with 
some additions, which was agreed to, after some remarks from Mr. 
Mackenzie of Comrie, to the effect that the Church ought not to wait till 
other bodies proposed to unite with her; but that as she was the author 
of the schism, she ought to be the first to seek a reconciliation. 

SYNOD OF ULSTER. 

Principal Dewar then brought up the report on the Synod of Ulster, 
which stated that, after enquiry, they found that the Synod required an 
unreserved subscription to the Westminster Confession of Faith from 
all its members. ‘The committee recommended that the Church of 
Scotland should hold ministerial communion with any member of the 
Synod of Ulster who produced a certificate stating that he had signed 
the Confession of Faith. Principal Dewar concluded by moving that 
the report be approved of, which motion was seconded by Dr. Cook, 
and unanimously agreed to. 

The Moperaror then addressed the deputation from the Synod of 
Ulster, which was in the House, expressive of the pleasure of the As- 
sembly at receiving the Synod of Ulster into the communion. 

Dr. Cooxe of Belfast then addressed the Assembly in name of the 
deputation, and gave a very cheering account of the progress of Pres- 
byterianism in Ireland. Every year they were adding on an average 
ten congregations to their number; and in this increase of the Church, 
it was satisfactory for him to say, that the Government of the country 
had gone hand in hand with them, and so soon as they made out a case 
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of the necessities of the people, the various,Governments had always 
come forward and bestowed at once a permanent endowment. It was 
a remarkable fact, that in the extensive district to which their operations 
were directed, only three regiments of soldiers were necessary ; for, 
as a Bible-reading province, they carried with them not only the Bible 
and Catechisms, but a large portion of Scottish industry and perseve- 
rance ; and the consequence had been, that their rocks and bogs were 
now waving with the promise of an abundant harvest. The number of 
Irish Presbyterian schools was about forty, and they wanted nothing but 
money to increase these schools indefinitely. ‘The Rev. Doctor con- 
cluded a speech of great eloquence, by returning thanks to the General 
Assembly for the recognition they had made of his brethren and him- 
self as a branch of the Church. 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN ENGLAND. 

Dr. Duncan, of Ruthwell, gave in the report of the committee on 
this subject, which recommended that the Presbyteries in England, hav- 
ing formed a Synod, in accordance with the recommendation of the As- 
sembly of last year, the Assembly shou!d recognise the said Synod as a 
branch of the Church; and farther, that in some way the Synod should 
be represented in the Assembly, so that their representatives should 
form a constituent part of that House. 

The Procurator moved that the Assembly should, in terms of the 
motion of last year, in respect of the resolutions adopted by the Synod, 
recognise the Synod as a branch of the Church, in so far as to receive 
their ministers into communion with the Church; which motion was se- 
conded by Principal Dewar. 

Captain Gorvon moved that the recommendations contained in the 
report, including that as to the Synod being represented in the Assem- 
bly, be approved of, and a committee appointed to report thereon on 
Monday. 

Considerable discussion took place on this last motion, and it appear- 
ing to be nearly the unanimuus opinion of the Assembly that the Pro- 
curator’s motion should be adopted, Mr. Colquhoun advised Captain Gor- 
don to withdraw his motion, to which, after some conversation, he con- 
sented, when the motion of the Procurator was unanimously agreed to, 
with the following addition by Mr. Dunlop, “ That the Assembly far- 
ther declare, that they will gladly receive from the said Synod, and 
make to them, as occasion may require, commuuications regarding the 
well-being of their churches, and the progress of the Gospel amongst 
them ; and will further aid them with their counsel in matters wherein 
their advice may be required.” 





Art. X. Miscellany. 


Dancinc.—The following plea for dancing is plausibly and ingenious- 
ly written, and as it expresses the opinions of many, especially in our 
large cities, who profess religion, we insert it for the purpose of expres- 
ing our own views on the subject. 

“A subscriber will feel thankful to the Editor of the Presbyterian, if 
he will publish the inclosed—~and will be also thankful, if there be 
heresy contained thereia, to see it exposed by the Editor or any other 
person. 
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“There is much value in the science or art of dancing, if it could be 
separated from the evils which attend it; it seems necessary to a per- 
§ fect system of education, which should neglect neither the body nor 
le mind. It is so intimately connected with music, that although now, 
. j chiefly because of the disapprobation of Christians, we have music with- 
. out dancing, there never was dancing without music. This connexion 
if is often illustrated, by the circumstance of persons finding themselves 
t : almost irresistibly inclined to accompany with dancing certain strains of 
. mucic. If poetry and music are “sister arts,” it must not be forgotten 
] ‘3 that the muse of dancing was sister to both. The beautiful concep- 
: tion of the ‘ music of the spheres” was formed by one who felt this 
3 connexion. The science of motion has been reduced to as complete a 
' system as that of sound. 

. “Ithas been objected to dancing, that it is a desecration of that which 
was formerly a religious exercise. It was just as much a religious ex- 
ercise as music—just as much as music now is—and no more. There 
were dances expressive of all the different sentiments which are capa- 
ble of being expressed by music, even those of lofty adoration, as that 
of David before the ark. There is no doubt that there was once a 
dance to the tune of Old Hundred, which we may conceive to have l 
been as solemn and majestic as that noble tune, and equally worthy of ty 
being employed in the worship of Almighty God. And we have many : 
anthems, and ascriptions of praise from King David’s Psalms, which we ; 
may imagine the Jewish women to have embodied in their dances with | 
sublime effect. | 

“But because dancing has been used, and may be used again, in reli- i 
gious worship, is that a reason why we may not express by it any in- Ay 
nocent or amiable emotion? Then, as music has been, and will be, ‘ 
used in the same manner, it is equally a desecration to express a love of ‘| 
our country in a patriotic song, or rejoicing at a happy marriage, in a ‘ 
nuptial song—or our grief at the burial of our friends in a dirge. 

“In all countries there have been patriotical dances, and war dances, 
and dances commemorative of great events,—as victories, in numerous 
cases mentioned in the Old Testament—and in the dance which Theseus 
taught to the young men of Athens, and which we are told, represented 
in its mazes, the labyrinth of Crete. 

“There are almost no emotions which we have not heard expressed in 
the most forcible and often affecting manner, by music, and which may 
not be expressed with additional force and effect by dancing added to 
music. It isa beautiful and graceful art, calculated to adorn the body 
—and if rightly used, to ennoble and refine the mind. 

“The more domestic emotions are equally capable of being thus em- 
bodied. How beautiful would be a dance at the fireside, which might 
express the sentiment of “Home—sweet Home.” Such “music and 
dancing” was, or might have been that which welcomed home the Pro- 
digal Son, mingled with such as gave the praise to God. 

“Amorous dances, as well as amorous songs are offensive to good 
taste, but are no necessary part of the art, and such should be excluded ; | 
as well as those used in corrupt or idolatrous worship. | 

“If it be asked, to what purpose is all this ? what good will it do? we 
may humbly answer ; besides the benefit, in various ways, which the 
rising generation will derive from the revival of the essential part of 
this art,—if it be the truth, however impertinent it may appear to some, 
the world will be the better for knowing it. 





.—— 
ao 











a ee en 









— ee qe =. ge 


ae 











332 Miscellany. 


“If every thing be cast aside, which the hands of sin and folly have 
stained, even the holiest things, the very ark of God, (with reverence 
be it spoken,) would not escape.” T. E. 

We presume from the strain of the foregoing remarks, that the wri- 
ter may be classed with those professing Christians, who endeavor to 
justify their early prepossessions in favor of an amusement, which was 
once a source of enjoyment to them, but in which they feel they can- 
not now participate without creating suspicions of their religious sinceri- 
ty, in the minds of more grave and sober Christians. The question. there- 
fore, is seriously argued, whether dancing may not be made consistent 
with the gravity of a Christian profession. Our correspondent has pro- 
bably indicated the train of thought which has led many, who are ex- 
ternally connected with the household of faith, to countenance in their 
families this wordly amusement. To the religious aspect of the sub- 
ject therefore, we are invited to direct our remarks. 

The action of the human system in dancing, simply considered, is 
as innocent as any other voluntary motion. ‘To bring the muscles into 
healthful exercise, running, leaping, or dancing, are alike harmless in a 
moral point of view. In admitting this we are aware, some will say 
we have given up the argument ; for if dancing is not in itself criminal, 
its abuse should not be pleaded for its entire disuse among Christians. 
This, however, is a mistake. We speak merely of dancing as a bodily 
motion, and entirely disconnected from all its associations. It can easily 
be conceived, that a simple, harmless action may, from the uniformity 
of its appendages, become unadvised, inexpedient, and even criminal. 
In the case of dancing, we conceive this to be true. Bodily motion, 
healthful in itself, has been reduced to a science, and is regulated by 
rules which render it necessary that a plurality of persons should en- 
gage. Societies are thus collected for the simple object of amusement, 
and with these societies many objectionable things become inseparably 
associated. The advocates of dancing will perhaps interpose and say, 
we are not defending the abuse of the art but its innocent use. True: 
but where have we an example of its innocent use’? where do we find 
it practised without abuse? In like manner it has been contended that 
theatrical exhibitions might be enlisted in the cause of morals, but where 
have we ever seen it done in fact?’ The theatre has always, from its 
earliest history, been prostituted to the cause of vice, and every attempt 
to reform it has been unavailing; hence it is justly condemned as an in- 
stitution, which, whatever it might be under proper regulations, never 
has been, and as far as experience teaches, never can be brought under 
these regulations. ‘This is precisely the case with dancing. It has al- 
ways been productive of frivolity, thoughtlessness, and even crime. 
Give a religious or moral cast either to it or to theatrical exhibitions, 
and the fascination of both is destroyed, to those who now indulge in 
them. Our correspondent argues on a plausible, but not a probable 
hypothesis. He supposes that dancing may be so far reclaimed from 
abuse, as to be made the appropriate mode of expressing the innocent 
and amiable emotions of the heart; we on the contrary believe, that 
regarding human nature as it is, and that in connexion with dancing as 
now generally practised, there is no hope of such a reform. The 
abuse of the thing is inseparable from its use. But to be more specific. 
If professing Christians are to encourage dancing they must begin by 
instructing their children in the art, and then what is to be apprehended ? 
These children in the immaturity of their youth, can and will regard it 
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‘n no other light than as an amusement, a pastime, a means of intro- 
ducing them into company. Evil consequences immediately begin to 
unfold themselves. 

ist. This easy mode of obtaining gratification without any exertion 
of intellect, renders them restive when called to employ and improve 
their minds, and causes them to regard application to study as a drud- 
gery imposed by hard task masters. We believe this to be an invaria- 
ble result, that the light amusement of the dance excites in children a 
distaste for mental application. 

2d. Itcreates a taste which is not easily satisfied, and which when 
indulged, inevitably leads to a criminal expenditure of time, exposure of 
health, and dangerous associations. If children are taught to dance, 
opportunities must be given them for the exercise of their new faculty. 
They must attend the practisings, they must attend private dancing par 
ties, they must frequent the public balls. In carrying their love for 
amusement to excess it is not easy to restrain them, and they might 
justly say to their parents, why did you suffer us to learn to dance, if 
you did not intend that we should indulge the appetite which you have 
created? In the great majority of cases but little restraint is attempted, 
and hence children are thrown much from under the eyes of their pa- 
rents, enter into promiscuous society, form attachments which their 
parents would not sanction, expose their health by anseasonable dress 
and hours, become vain and frivolous, mispend much precious time, 
by converting a recreation into a very laborious business. 

8d. Dancing as it now is, and as it ever must be, is extremely unfriend- 
ly to the implantation and nourishment of religious principles and feel- 
ings inthe minds of the young. A stronger contrast could not be furnish- 
ed than between the dancing room and the family altar, than between 
the frivolities necessarily connected with this amusement, and the seri- 
ous inculcation of pious feeling. How impracticable would it be to 
gain the attention of a young person to religion either before or after a 
dancing party ? and why this peculiar reluctance unless there be in the 
thing itself something unfriendly to piety ? All who have experience in 
this matter, must admit the justness of our remark; and many parents 
have lamented the graceless habits of their children, when they them- 
selves have laid the foundation of them, by making dancing a part of 
their education. 

Thus to encourage children in dancing, operates disadvantagously on 
their intellectual, moral, and religious character. We speak, of course, 
of dancing as itis, and we cannot well speak of it in any other point of 
view. We can appreciate it only from its known and uniform tenden- 
cies. Our correspondent may be able in his mind, to disconnect its “ es- 
sential part” from what is merely incidental, but he cannot accomplish it 
in practice. ‘The world has already settled what are the uses of dancing, 
and it would require many Luthers to induce them to regard it in any 
other light. It cannot become the means of moral or religious instruc- 
tion, and therefore it should be avoided by the Christian. If it were a 
religious ceremony under the Jewish dispensation, under the Christian, 
we hear of the one dance only, which cost John the Baptist his head. 
And now, however professing Christians may plead, that instruction in 
this art may be necessary to a polished education, and to obviate awk- 
wardness and rusticity in the manners of their children, they would not 
justify the practice in themselves. They at once see how incongruous 
it would be for men and women professing godliness, to engage in an 
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exercise, wnich to say the least, was so opposed to the gravity and sobric. 
ty becoming the Christian character. With one word to Christian 
parents we dismiss the subject. While you make your children profi. 
cient in the art of dancing how can you complain, if to the neglect of 
important duties, they take every opportunity of indulging their taste 
and displaying their talent? While you throw them into the embrace 
of the world, how can you be surprized that they cast off all care {o; 
their souls? When you permit them to mingle with promiscuous society 
in the dance, how can you pray that they may not be led into tempty. 
tion! In the training of your children you rest under fearful responsi. 
bilities, and if through your indiscretion, their souls should be |os, 
unmitigable will be your grief. “Conform not to the world” jn jt, 
questionable practices, and “ avoid even the appearance of evil,” are 
maxims which, if deeply imprinted on every Christian’s mind, would 
deter him trom endangering himself and offspring, by countenancing 
the practices of a world lying in sin.—Presbyterian. 


Stavery.—We give below the Resolutions of the Presbytery of 
Harmony, 8. C., on the subject of Slavery. This is one of the Ortho- 
dox, or Old Light Presbyteries, subordinate to the General Assembly, 
‘he present Moderator of the General Assembly, Dr. John Wither. 
spoon, is amember of it. At the same meeting at which the following 
resolutions were passed, others were passed in condemnation of the er- 
rors of Albert Barnes. ‘Thus while they condemn doctrinal heresy they 
boldly advocate practical heresy. We do not recollect to have read any 
thing more strongly justifying slavery except a Message of Gov. Mc- 
Duthie. We are sure that the readers of the Monitor will regard these 
Resolutions as impious. ‘They fully advocate the principle of slavery. 
They teach that the relation of master and slave is a scriptural relation ; 
whereas it is an abuse of a scriptural relation. Slavery is to the scrip- 
tural relation of master and servant, what concubinage is to the scriptural 
relation of husband and wife. Both these things are abuses of lawful rela- 
tions and therefore sinful: and it is impossible to render them any thing else 
than sinful: and hence we are in favor of the immediate abolition of 
slavery, which is only a name for a particular sin. Mr. Madison and 
others have declared that the movements of the “ Northern Abolition- 
ists” would cause the people at the south to justify the principle of sla- 
very, who had only before justified its practice. This is true. But the 
cause of truth and righteousness does not suffer thereby. It is only the 
throwing off of a mask and bringing men to express honestly their sen- 
timents. Had it not been for northern abolitionism it is probable the 
Presbytery of Harmony would still have worn the mask. Now they 
have cast it aside. We rejoice that abolitionism has done so much 
good.—Ep. Ret. Moniror. 

“Whereas, sundry persons in Scotland and England, and others in 
the North, East and West of our country, have denounced slavery as 
obnoxious to the laws of God: some of whom have presented before the 
General Assembly of our Church, and the Congress of this nation, me 
morials and petitions, with the avowed object of bringing into disgrace 
slaveholders, and abolishing the relation of master and slave. 

And whereas, from the said proceedings, and the statements, reason- 
ings, and circumstances connected therewith, it is most manifest that 
those persons ‘know not what they say nor whereof they affirm ;’ and 
with this ignorance discover a spirit of self-righteousness and exclusive 
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sanctity, while they indulge in the most reckless denunciations of their 
neighbor, as false in fact as they are opposed to the spirit and dictates 
of our holy religion. 

Therefore, Resolved, 

1. That as the Kingdom of our Lord is not of this world, his Church 
as such has no right to abolish, alter or aflect any institution or ordi- 
nance of men political and civil merely: nor has the Church even in our 
midst the right to prescribe rules and dictate principles which can bind 
or affect the conscience with reference to slavery, and any such attempt 
would constitute ecclesiasticaltyranny. Much less has any other church 
or churches or bodies of men ecclesiastical, civil, or political under Hea- 
ven, any the slightest right to interfere in the premises. 

2, That slavery has existed from the days of those good old slave- 
holders and patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, (who are now in the 
Kingdom of Heaven,) to the time when the apostle Paul sent a runa- 
wav slave home to his master Philemon and wrote a christian and fra- 
ternal epistle to this slaveholder, which we find still stands in the ca- 
nons of the Scriptures ; and that slavery has existed ever since the days 
of the apostle and does now exist. 

3. That as the relative duties and obligations of master and slave are 
taught in the Scriptures, in the same manner as those of parent and 
child, and husband and wife, the existence of slavery itself is not oppo- 
sed to the will of God; and whosoever has a conscience too tender to 
recognize this relation as lawful is ‘ righteous over much,’ is ‘ wise above 
what is written,’ and has submitted his neck to the yoke of man, sacri- 


ficed his christian liberty of conscience and leaves the infallible word of 


God for the fancies and doctrines of men. 

4. Resolved, That the relation of master and slave is purely a civil 
relation, and in this State no person or persons can impair, abridge or 
alter that institution, save the Legislature or the people of South Care 
lina only.” 


Anti-Stavery Movements.—The plans and operations of the Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery Society have never been more extensive than at the 
present moment. Lewis Tappan and R. G. Williams, have met the 
friends of the cause in the city, and made highly interesting and impor- 
tant statements. 

1. They have now in the field or prepared to enter, Firry agents. 
These are soon all to meet in New York city, to receive suggestions 
from Mr. Weld who has the general control of the agencies, to devise 
plans for occupying the country, and to receive instructions as to their 
fields and plans of labor. 

2. Two missionaries are to be sent out to the West Indies, to ascer- 
tain facts respecting the results of British emancipation, &c. 

3. Rev, Dr. Beman is to go on a mission to Europe. 

4. The publications of the Society shall be sustained.—Now, about 
12,000 of each of the monthlies are circulated.—™. Y. Spec. 


A New Boox.—Siz years in Monasteries of Italy, and two years in 
the Islands of the Mediteranean, and in Asia Minor ; containing a view 
of the manners and customs of the Popish clergy in Ireland, France, 
Italy, Malta, Corfu, Zante, Smyrna, &c., with anecdotes and remarks 
illustrating some of the peculiarities of the Roman Catholic Church, by 
S. J. Manoney, late a Capuchin Friar: New York, Hall & Voorhies, 
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1836. ‘The subject of the Monasteries and Nunneries in the Papal 
Church has been attracting much attention in the community. Infor. 
, 4 mation from different sources is accumulating, throwing increasing light 

upon the character of these institutions. Mr. Mahoney’s testimony jg 
4 | valuable on account of the ample opportunities for full and correct jp. 
| formation which he possessed, being himself a devotee of the Papal 
A Church at the time. It furnishes full corroboration of the sad state of 
profligacy, and corruption of the Romish clergy, and the pervading 
pollution of the institutions referred to.—Ch. Intelligencer. ” 
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Art. XI. Notice. 


) As we have been earnestly requested by some of our readers to pub- 
Ht lish intelligence respecting the progress of Abolitionism, we have, in the 
i present No. published the proceedings of an Emancipation Society in 
Glasgow. These proceedings relate chiefly to the conduct of Mr, 
i George Thompson while in this country, and also to his late debate, in 
Glasgow, with Rev. R. J. Breckenridge, of Baltimore. Mr. Thompson, 
it seems, had given a challenge to any American who might be in Enu- 
rope, to discuss publicly the subject of American Slavery. Mr. Breck- 
enridge being then in England accepted the challenge. The discussion 
hinged chiefly on the character of American slavery, not whether it be 
an evil, this both parties admitted, but whether it be a national evil, or 
sin; this Mr. Breckenridge denied. However flattering Mr. B’s. posi- 
tion may be to us at the north, we cannot but think that he utterly fail- 
ed in maintaining it. Slavery in this country, is most unquestionably 
a national sin; and on account of it the whole nation stands exposed to 
the just judgments of heaven. 
Dr. Wardiaw’s speech, delivered before the abovementioned Eman- 
4 cipation Society, gave Mr. Breckenridge great offence and prompted 
him to write a long letter to the Dr. We intend to publish this letter 
in our next No. that our readers may have both sides of the question 
before them. We shall probably make some comments on it. In the 
mean time we must be allowed to say, that, although we are abolition- 
ists, in our judgment Mr. George Thompson’s mission to this country 
has been prejudicial to our cause. ‘There is a national feeling among 
us which is opposed to any interference on the part of strangers with 
ourconcerns. We do not pretend to justify this feeling altogether, but 
! since itexists, we believe that American Abolitionists will succeed better 
in attaining their object, if they do their own business, without seeking or 
using foreign aid. We hope, therefore, that Mr. Thompson will not 
return to this country in the same capacity, in which he came before, 
although we have a high respect for his character, talents and zeal. 
We think the cause of abolition will succeed as well without him. We 
i cannot but rejoice, however, to learn, that notwithstanding all the hard 
things that have been said of him by his enemies in this country, at 
) home where he is well known, his character stands above suspicion. 
N. B. The Review of Haldane on the Romans, which appears in the 
present No., is taken from the Edinburgh Presbyterian Magazine. 
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We have received the names of a few subscribers more than we are able to sup. 
ply with the back numbers of the present vol. These shall be furnished with the 
second half of the volume, and ‘if desired. 

_ Subscribers who are in arrears are pe gc ag oak 


possible. 
away with all the profits. An bowiveagt is pom paid excepting such as con. 
ceey wie prof, Al to the interests of the Monitor. 

As we have received no remittances of late through the Post-Office, and as we are 
not without apprehension, that there may have been some miscarriages, we havo 
concluded, for the satisfaction of the persons concerned, henceforth to pain 
ee eae A 

‘AMES MARTIN. 


Receipts during the Month of November by letter. 
From Rev. John M. Scroggs,.... @2.00 | From William Scanland,....... $5.00 
From Rev. J. C, Bruce,.., «+.» $10.00 


ye benefit of 
react Sg soPerinie ernest oe 
the eee at A be cheerfully 
tort SCANLASD Fb 
Set, — Span! Co., Indiana 

















